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Dear Readers 
 

I hope that you will see from this Newsletter the extensive  range of learning opportunity and activity 
provided for students at the school.  Staff continue to commit to a very varied provision and the 
benefit of this is evident at each school event.  A typical example would be the recent Sports Awards 
Evening where all those students nominated could demonstrate participation, support and 
development over their school years.  Heather Fell, our Olympic Silver medallist Pentathlete, talked 
of how she had taken up opportunities in sport as they came along and had turned this to success 
on the world stage.  
 

As the school pursues its vision to óinspire learners for their futureô we continually examine what we 
are doing and how we can do even better.  In the past two years our Sixth Form has grown 
considerably and we expect to admit above 160 students from our current Year 11 this September.  
For our current Year 8 there is the requirement that they stay in education or training until they are 
17. Our new Year 7 in September will be required to stay on in education or training until they are 
18.       

                      Continued on page 2 

£4 Million Boost to School! 

Story on 

page 3 
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Continued from front page... 
 

For our students we anticipate that this will mean our retention rate from Yr11 of around 60% will 
increase to above 80% ( it has increased already by 20% in the last three years).  To recognise this 
changing provision the school has renamed itself from The Ridgeway School to The Ridgeway 
School and Sixth Form College.  The Sixth Form Common Room area and Study Support areas will 
continue to expand as Year 12 and 13 intake increases. 
 

In February I heard that I was to become a National 
Leader in Education and the school therefore a 
National Support School ï one of only seventeen in 
the South West region. There are 200 secondary 
schools across the whole country. This will offer 
school opportunities to access additional funding and 
provide considerable professional development for our 
staff as they work to support other schools.  

 
The aims of this strategy are described by the National College:  
óNLEs use their success and professionalism as school leaders, along with the staff in their school ï 
designated a National Support School - to provide additional leadership capacity in struggling 
schools. The deployment is tailor-made to suit the needs of each school in challenging 
circumstances. The type of support provided is flexible and can involve NLEs becoming acting or 
executive Headteacher of the client school or schoolsô.  
 
Following our óOutstandingô OFSTED November 2008 we have now become a High Performing 
Specialist School.  HPSS are able to have a second specialism and we are currently preparing our 
plan to take Modern Languages as our second specialism.  At this stage the particular emphasis of 
this is still to be decided but a Language specialism also provides more benefits to feeder primary 
schools since we receive an additional £30 per student (our numbers) to work on the National 
Languages Strategy.   
 
We will be able to report further on this in the next edition but the Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust identifies: 
 

Language colleges - mission statement  
Language colleges raise standards of achievement and the quality of teaching and learning in 
modern foreign languages for all pupils using this as a catalyst for whole school 
improvement. 
 

They are active partners in a learning society with their local family of schools, colleges, 
higher education institutions, business and their community, sharing resources and 
developing and sharing good practice. They help children to progress from primary language 
learning through to lifelong learning. 
 

Language colleges play a key role in supporting the National Languages Strategy, which 
aims to transform the country's capability in languages, encouraging "languages for life" and 
"languages for all". They promote a learning culture which is international, technological, 
enterprising and vocational, and which values language learning as an activity and regards 
performance with languages as a key skill for UK citizens of the 21st century.  

 

As leading practitioners they share their growing expertise with other language colleges and 
with national and international networks of schools to promote excellence and innovation. 
 

They value and support the community languages of their pupils, and provide young people 
with the skills needed to progress into employment, further training or higher education 
according to their individual needs. 

 

They raise participation rates in modern foreign languages, and enhance language learning 
opportunities for their pupils and for their local learning community.                                                                                 
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On Thursday 31
st
 March we welcomed Diana Johnson, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 

Schools  alongside our MP, Anne Snelgrove to officially open the new teaching óBlueô block.  The 
minister also toured classes in English and Maths in Blue Block.  She was keen to discuss 
curriculum matters and investigate school lunches and other subject areas in the old buildings, 
spending much longer than anticipated with us in order to do so. 
 
Throughout August 2009, the school replaced its antiquated IT infrastructure with new 
equipment.  This was absolutely necessary if the school was to meet the ever increasing demands 
of both students and staff.  Whilst an undertaking of this magnitude is never without incident it is fair 
to say the transition was a huge challenge and has caused a number of difficulties for staff and 
students. 
 
The school and our students can be very proud of the standard of IT within.  Very few schools have 
the IT capability and level of technology that we have in place.  Having completed the upgrade to 
Windows 7 and ironed out the associated impact of doing so, the school now anticipates further 
improving access for learners. 
 
ñFrogò the Schools Virtual Learning Environment, is well proven and already accessible to students 
from any location with internet access.  As a school we anticipate extending access to students 
further, through the provision of remote desktops to students.  In effect, we hope that post the 
summer holidays to enable students to connect from any internet connection and have full access to 
a virtualised desktop computer.  This will empower students to 
work away from school, 24/7, with the applications and files they 
use in school. 
 
The school is closed from Friday 2

nd
 April, re-opening for staff on 

Monday 19
th
 April as a training day and with students expected to 

return on Tuesday 20
th
 April as normal.  The main exam season 

is almost upon us when we return and I trust those students and 
families embroiled in revision for GCSE or A-Level results will 
utilise the holiday time to consolidate their learning but also find 
time to enjoy the break and the welcome lighter evenings. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Steve Colledge,  Headteacher  
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The Christmas competition to write a seasonal poem or limerick was a great success; with lots of 

entries from Year 7ôs to Year 13, it was very difficult to pick the winners as the standard was high. 

The three main winners were; Alex Clark 9A3, Ana Khan 8A1, Molly Blunt 7A2, two runners up 

were; Hannah Gordon 9A3, Jack Binding 9S4.  

 

Eleven students visited Dorcan School in February to see the author Paul 

Stewart and the illustrator Chris Riddell of Edge Chronicle fame, this was a ôfunô 

event that the students thoroughly enjoyed, they all had books signed by the 

author and enjoyed meeting and chatting to both Paul and Chris. A similar trip 

to Nova Hreod is planned for the future. 

 

The Year 7 Enquiring Minds Project has started; this yearôs project is a time line ï 1910 to 2010. 

 

New books are coming into the Resource Centre  on a regular basis, this 

includes all the latest titles from the most popular authors, non-fiction books 

are also kept up to date and together with the computers available,  provide an 

excellent resource for research and homework. 

 

World Book Day on 4
th
 March began with a visit to 

Wroughton Infant School by myself and sixth form 

student Amy Bellinger and Year 10 student Callum 

Marsh. The children were dressed as characters from 

books and looked wonderful. They took an active part in 

the poems read by Amy and laughed at the story, 

óSpiderôs Surpriseô. It was an enjoyable experience and 

it is hoped that there will be more visits in the future for 

story reading. 

 

During the lunch period, Waterstones the Bookshop came into school. Pupils 

had a free £1 book token that they could exchange for a book for the same 

price, or they could put it towards the cost of one of the many other titles that 

Waterstones bought along to sell. This was a great success, all of the £1 books 

were sold as were many of the other titles. Thank you to Mrs Middlemass for 

her suggestion to use the Blue Block as a venue and for her support at the 

event itself. 

 

On Monday 8
th
 March ten students went to Nova Hreod School to see and meet Robert Muchamore, 

he was very entertaining with lots of funny anecdotes, the students enjoyed the experience and 

nearly all bought one of his books to have signed. 

Mrs Julie Palmer 

Learning Resource Centre News 
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Are you in KS3 and someone with lots of thoughts and opinions about books and reading? 

Would you like a chance to be a part of something bigger than just our school reading 
community? 

Then the CILIP Carnegie Medal Scheme is for you! 

 

The Carnegie Medal is awarded annually to the writer of an 

outstanding book for children.  

It was established in 1936, in memory of the great Scottish-born 

philanthropist, Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919). Carnegie was a self-

made industrialist who made his fortune in steel in the USA. His 

experience of using a library as a child led him to resolve that "if 

ever wealth came to me that it should be used to establish free 

libraries."  

Carnegie set up more than 2800 libraries across the English 

speaking world and, by the time of his death, over half the library authorities in Great Britain 

had Carnegie libraries. First awarded to Arthur Ransome for óPigeon Postô, the winner 

receives a golden medal and £500 worth of books to donate to a library of their choice.The 

medal is awarded by CILIP: the Chartered Institute of Library and Information 

Professionals. 

 

If youôd like to take part in Ridgewayôs answer to the Richard 

and Judy book club, come along to the English Office in Blue 

Block and register your interest with Mrs Middlemass. Once 

the shortlist of books is announced on April 23
rd

, we will 

begin meeting every week to shadow the judges as they 

make decisions, writing our own online reviews, discussing 

our opinions of the books through the Carnegie Medal 

message board and blogs and viewing author podcasts and 

videos. 

Take part in something different! Register with Mrs 

Middlemass in Blue Block. 

 

Wanted: Year 8 Poets and Performers 

Have you got a way with words? A talent for 

talk? 

If you are in Year 8, then we need you for the 

inter Swindon School Poetry Slam 

competition. Youôll take part in a workshop 

with students from other schools led by two 

performance poets. After a Britainôs Got Talent 

style audition, you might win the opportunity to 

represent our school on stage at the Arts 
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Just before half term, a coach of very excited Year 10 GCSE History students left The 

Ridgeway School bound for Berlin. We travelled through the night, in snowy conditions, 

finally to arrive at our destination after breakfast. 

Berlin was covered in a blanket of snow for the whole time that we were there and 

sometimes weather conditions dropped to -7° C, but we wrapped up warmly and really 

enjoyed our time discovering more about life in Nazi Germany and during the time of the 

Berlin Wall. 

One of the most interesting places that we visited was Sachsenhausen Concentration 

Camp where we were able to learn more about the experiences people faced under the 

Nazi regime. Whilst it was definitely a time of sober reflection, it was also a chance to 

recognise and be thankful for the freedoms that we take for granted on a daily basis. 

Perhaps the most amazing experience was visiting the Reichstag (the German Parliament 

building) at night. Burnt down by Hitler in 1933, it has been restored in the past twenty 

years with a new glass dome constructed on the roof, designed by Norman Foster. We 

caught a lift to the top and, whilst walking slowly around it, experienced the bright lights of 

the city at night. I think one of the most striking aspects of Berlin is that it is very much a 

city under construction, still bearing the scars of its highly controversial past. 

Everyone was brilliant and all had an awesome time, despite the sensitive nature of the 

stories that we learnt about and the freezing cold weather!  We arrived safely back to 

school during half term and a big thanks must go to Miss Stevens, Miss Bach and Mr 

Colledge for all their help in making the trip so successful. 

Hereôs to next year! Tsch¿ss! 
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Maths News 
The intermediate maths challenge, a national competition organised by the UK Maths Trust, was 

held in school back in February.  We were thrilled to discover that two of our year 9 students, Gareth 

Hook and Briony Woodman qualified for the next round.  This is a European wide competition, 25 

different countries compete, and will take place on March 18
th
.  We wish them luck. 

Numerous other students earned certificates for their achievements in the same event: 

Gold certificates were awarded to Briony Woodman (best in school), Gareth Hook and Katie Pullan 

Silver certificates were awarded to Callum Blunt, Bethany Williams, Alice Roberts, Alistair Broad, 

Benjamin Cook, Amy White, Emma Taylor, Lily Hurley, Seb Pease, Indya Grand, Jack Binding and 

Chris Strong. 

Bronze certificates were awarded to Anthony Arian, Charlotte Leigh, Alix Clifford, Steph Croston, 

Matthew Peirce, Avinesh John, Luke Lovegrove, Adam Serroukh, Khelani Vadher, Claire Peers, 

Selina Hornbuckle, Amber Stevenson, Ailsa Macnaught, Amy Hutchins, Cara Garraway, Matthew 

Raymond and Leah Huckin. 

One of the problems they had to solve (without a calculator) was: 

Supergran walks from her chalet to the top of the mountain.  She knows that if she walks at a speed 

of 6 mph she will arrive at 1 pm, whereas if she leaves at the same time and walks at 10 mph she 

will arrive at 11 am.  At what speed should she walk if she wants to arrive at 12 noon? 

A     7.5 mph  B  7 
1
/7    C  7.75 mph D  ã60 mph   E  8 mph 

If you want to see the type of problem they had to solve, see the maths competition notice board at 

the top of the stairs in blue block. 

A team of 4 Year 8/9 mathematicians also went to represent The Ridgeway school at the team 

maths challenge, held at Wootton Bassett School on 26
th
 February.  This event consisted of 4 

rounds. 

Round 1 was a problem solving round where they had 10 problems to solve in 45 minutes. 

Round 2 was a crossword round which sounds straightforward except one pair had the across clues 

and the other pair had the down clues and they werenôt sat with each other. 

The 3
rd

 round was a relay, again working in pairs, where the answer to the first question was passed 

on so that the next question could be solved and so on.  4 questions had to be solved in 6 minutes, 

so it was a tough round. 

The final round was a relay race again, although it did involve running this time.  The óbatonô was 

another question to be solved by the team. 

Congratulations to our team of Seb Pease, Avinesh John, Kris Banham and Tom Fieldsend.  They 

finished 8
th
 out of 16. 

For more information on the maths competitions held throughout the year, see the notice board 

upstairs in blue block or speak to Mrs Wicks.  Mars bar challenges are set every week.  The UKMT 

challenges for Yearôs 7 & 8 is in April, along with the Dauntseyôs Dodecahedron for Year 7s. 

During this term, some of our gifted Y8 mathematicians have been spending 

Saturday mornings at Bath University attending maths masterclasses.  These 

sessions aim to broaden their mathematical knowledge as well as giving an 

insight into a university environment. 

Finally, everyone in the maths team would like to congratulate Mrs Hogan on the 

arrival of Oakley Jack, born on 7
th
 January amidst all the snow. 
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 24
th

-26
th

 February                                                                             

After a sluggish journey in the minibus so kindly provided by The 

Ridgeway School we arrived at Buxton World challenge leadership 

centre after ambling our way through the Peak Districtôs mountainous 

roads. At times we thought that we wouldnôt make it, but despite the minibusôs slow-moving engine 

she made it, and we all cheered! Buxton was cold, colder than we had anticipated and to our 

disbelief we had barely been there two minutes before we were thrown in the deep end... literally.  

We initially met our leader, Simon who had somewhat of a strange sense of humour. We say this 

because after spending hours packing our bags at home, he decided to empty them completely and 

make us re-pack them just for fun, which we have to admit was not.  We sat in our nice ówarmô three 

sided hut and talked about various aspects of our expedition, we talked about roles within the group 

as well as the importance of team work in surroundings which we werenôt used to.  

Kate and (Grandad) Tom ventured out into the wilderness of Buxton to hunt down their provisions 

from Morrisonôs, we battled to the check out with our purchases but to our disappointment  after 

watching the running total vigilantly we ran over our £2.75 per person budget by a whole 41p! 

Devastated, Kate and Tom pondered over what they should do, however this dilemma was solved 

when Tom decided to trade the peppers for onion - nice one Tom! After collecting equipment and 

putting up and down tents several times in the mud, Simon decided that we should put these in our 

new expensive rucksacks; we squeezed and jumped on our bags until the equipment finally fitted. 

We had a short but steep walk up to our camp; it was here that we managed to practise our ice-

skating skills, some of us more talented than others!  

We arrived at our ó5 starô accommodation, slightly out of breath and realised it was getting dark so 

had to put up our tents pretty snappy.  After a few snowball fights and customary snow angels we 

pitched up and headed to the hut for dinner, the next challenge... Thrown into the deep end the girls 

were nominated to cook, it was all a bit mad but after cooking for several hours of rambling around 

attempting to cook in the dark with head torches we made it and the food was delicious. It was after 

this that we sat with our hot drink, that gradually got cold listening to Simon talk about various 

ailments  that could encountered in Peru.  After thawing off with camp aerobics we went to bed, and 

slept very well... cough cough.  

The morning came quick, and by this time we were accustomed to taking down tents in the cold. We 

werenôt too late... just an hour.  After eating our pancakes which were umm different and washing up 

with heated snow we set off on our journey through the Peak District. Miss Slater polished off her 

acting skills along with Steve our leader for Peru and we learned about the different situations that 

could arise while we were there.  The Peak District was astonishing despite the torrential rain which 

decided to descend upon us throughout the day! 

During the day we climbed various hills, talked about different situations and backtracked to learn 

how to do river crossings after Grandad Tom lost the high visibility jacket. After arriving very tired 

that evening we set up camp with Bex D.S as leader, she did a great job and we all ate a lovely 

meal of bean feast that evening...yum. As we walked back to the centre the next day we could 

almost smell the sausage and chips that was awaiting. It really was the best meal we had ever had 

after spending a couple of days in the wilderness. We had a great time in Buxton though despite all 

of this and would like to thank everyone involved.  

Kate Reeves and Becca Hudson 

Preparing us for Peru! 
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FOTR Quiz Night 
The Friends of the Ridgeway held a very 

successful Quiz Night on Friday 12
th

 
March. Extra tables had to be brought in 

to accommodate the 18 teams turned 
up, answering some challenging 

questions from the Head and Deputy 
Head. Takings on the night 

were  £1544 , which should bring in 
a  profit of around £900,  when the 

numbers are crunched.   

On Monday 1
st
 March the school hall was 

hopping to the sound of new RnB girl group 
óRuff Diamondzô. Year 7 students were treated 
to a 40 minute performance by this recently 
signed group, consisting of Tika, Troy and 
Chronical. They are 3 young women hailing 
from London and their music is a combination 
of RnB, Urban and Pop, and they are currently 
undertaking a two week tour of schools to 
spread their name before hitting the big time.  
The students enjoyed their performances of 
songs such as óBad Boyô, óAlrite Stillô, and the 
unforgettable óLiar Liar Pants on Fireô. After a 
gig with a real buzzing atmosphere and lots of 

fun and dancing, the group made time to sign autographs in anticipation of their certain coming 
fame. If youôd like to see for yourself what this group has to offer you can visit their MySpace, 
Facebook or Twitter pages, or look on their official website www.RDOfficial.com. 
ñIt was a really good gig, and I really liked the style of music. It was definitely a hit with all the 

studentsò Nadia Harper Year 7. 

ñI thought they were really talented because they made the songs up themselves and I think theyôll 

be better than Girls Aloudò Adam Game Year 7. 

Mrs R Jankinson 

Ruff Diamondz play The Ridgeway School 
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A huge thank you to 
everyone who 
helped on the 

Barbury House 
Charity Day that 

includes those who 
ran, sold cakes, 
collected money, 

and helped 
supervise the 

various venues. 

The total raised for 
Swindon Young 

Carers was £183.20 

http://www.RDOfficial.com
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Your Childõs School Needs You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you a 
scientist or 
engineer? 

Do you work in 
Research in Science 
or Engineering? Do you work in the 

Health Industry? 

Do you work in a 
scientific or engineering  
aspect of work for the 
government or public 
services? 

Are you interested in giving some 
time to work with groups of 
pupils on small projects or give 
occasional talks about the work 
you do? 

Do you work in any of 
the following as a scientist or 
engineer ð Transport (road, 
rail, shipping and aeronautical) 
pharmaceutical industry, 
construction industry or others? 

Do you have scientific 
or engineering   
training through an 
educational 
establishment e.g. 
Diploma or Degree? 

Do you have 
scientific or 
engineering training 
through your job? 

If you can answer YES to any of the above questions you may be able to help us. 
 

We are starting to compile our own ó Directory of STEM Parentsô  whom  we could call on, on 

occasion to enhance the curriculum and enrichment activities. 
 

STEM subjects include Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics so if you feel you could 

help us in any way please contact either Emma or myself by email 

hanselamne@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk  Emma Hanselman 

traverse@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk    Ellen Travers 
 

You may wish to go a step further and become a STEM Ambassador! STEM Ambassadors are      

co-ordinated by a company called Catalyst. Catalyst supports you as an ambassador and alerts you 

to opportunities to work with schools across Swindon and Wiltshire, to find out more contact us on 

one of the addresses above.  

mailto:hanselamne@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:traverse@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
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Mr. Pearson to 

star on Japanese 

T.V.! 
 

Mr. Pearson, along with a number of Year 

8 students, is to appear on a documentary 

to be shown on the Japanese Science 

channel Ax-On. Interviews took place 

during the recent Science Museum trip by 

reporters keen to find out about the hands-

on Launch Pad, the captivating Rocket 

Science show, and other exciting exhibits 

seen during the trip. 

The students were also able to tell 

reporters, via a translator, about projects 

they were planning to carry out in their 

Science lessons, based around something 

which had captured their attention at the 

museum.  

The Sci-Cast 

Competition 
Year 10 budding scientists are 

entering a planet sci-cast 

competition in which they will 

produce a 2.5 minute film 

communicating an aspect of science. The students 

currently participate in the Year 10 enrichment 

session run by Dr Punn.  To see previous winners 

visit: www.planet-scicast.com 

Ridgeway KS3 Students Take First Place in 

the Isambard Science Quiz! 
There were 22 teams of 4 students from schools 
across Swindon at Isambard School on Tuesday 16

th
 

March. Each school had sent several teams of their 
best Science students hoping to take the title! There 
were 16 Ridgeway students making 4 teams in total, 
the students have been preparing for the quiz for 
months with Dr Punn coaching the teams each week. 
The members of the winning team were: Nick Bell, 
Nick Hafner, Emma Woodcock and Jack Binding. 

Swindon Schools Primary Science 

Festival 
To celebrate National Science and Engineering Week we 

hosted the annual Swindon Schools Primary Science 

Festival. Year 5 students from near and far who attended the 

festival spent weeks preparing poems, plays, songs, films 

and a display about their work all based on the national 

theme EARTH!  

 

During the two day festival at The Ridgeway School the 

visiting primary school students presented their displays 

and also enjoyed workshops provided by Chemlabs, 

Greendown Students, our Researcher in Residence and 

our own Year 12 Chemistry and Environmaental Science 

Students.  

http://www.planet-scicast.com
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WWT and                                    

The Ridgeway School             

SRP Unit Join Forces for 

Outside Learning at Clouts 

Wood 

During the first session we made shelters, 

woodland frames and tree guards then 

teamed up in a protect the rolling egg 

competition. There will be 5 sessions in 

total, the last one will include cooking our 

own lunch!  

Science Week at 

Wroughton Infants 

School 

 

Mrs Green, Mrs Hockin, Mr Pearson and Dr Punn ran 

sessions for all of the classes at Wroughton Infants 

during Science week. The pictures show Silver Class 

making ñMoving Dinosaursò they also enjoyed the 

Foam Monsters! 
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The Ridgeway School is running a social networking course for adults who are either 
new or just beginning to use the internet for social networking. The course will be 
designed to suit the purpose of the user. You will be able to work at your own pace.  

When is it on? 
 

Saturday 1st May 10.30am-12.00pm 
Saturday 8th May 10.30am-12.00pm 
Saturday 15th May 10.30am-12.00pm 
 Saturday 22nd May 10.30am-12.00pm 
Saturday 29th May 10.30am-12.00pm 

 

This course is free of charge 

Learn about Social Networking 
and photosharing 

Use of Social Networking 
Facebook , My Space,  MSN, 

Twitter, Nings, Photobucket or 
equivalents. 

Using the Internet will cover: 
Searching for Information 

Copyright 
Working with Information 

Shopping and Skype 

This is a non-exam course 

starting with the basics which 

includes an introduction to 

social networking, internet and 

email. Other parts of the course 

may include the use of digital 

cameras, basic digital editing 

Numbers are limited, and places will be given on a 
first come first served. There will be future courses 

throughout the year. 
To register your interest, please contact either: 

Mr Scott scottd@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk 
Or Miss Hanselman Hansel-

mane@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk 
Or telephone 01793846113. 

mailto:scottd@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:Hanselmane@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:Hanselmane@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
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The Year 9 boys played superbly to become Swindon Schools badminton champions and were 
unlucky not to win the county competition held the following week. The squad made up of Lay 
Durafe, Avenish John, Bradley Mitchell and Jack Watling won every game against the other 
Swindon schools and proceeded to the county finals where they were only narrowly beaten to miss 
out on becoming county champions. In the girlsô competition the squad of Holly Horton, Lydia 
Brookman, Carla Huynh and Lizzy Gagan played well in their first competition to finish joint second 
in Swindon. 

 

The Year 8 girlsô cricket team became Swindon schools champions. They had an impressive victory 
against Isambard (last year champions) and won a close game against St Josephs to secure the 
title. Janki Patel and Emma Bishop bowled accurately to deny the opposition runs and Emma 
Woodcock made an unbeaten 25. 

 

Nine Ridgeway runners were selected to represent Swindon and at the Wiltshire County 
Championships. All students ran well with a great run by George Baskerville to finish 7

th
 and qualify 

to represent Wiltshire at the South West Championships. Matt Raymond, Holly Horton and Sam 
Reeves were unlucky to just miss out on qualification for Wiltshire. 

 

The Year 9 hockey team have shown some impressive skills to compete well against other Swindon 
schools. They had victories over Kingsdown and Nova Heord and were unlucky to not gain all three 
points against Churchfields and Isambard.  Both the year 7 and 8 hockey teams have made great 
improvements with both teams having success against Swindon Academy and the Year 7s unlucky 
not to win against Kingsdown and Wotton Bassett. 

  

Basketball was extremely popular this term with an American coach coming in to develop the 
studentsô skills further on Tuesdayôs afterschool and this will be continuing for all year groups until 
the Easter Holidays. The Year 8 team had over 20 students within their squad which was the 
highest in all of the Swindon schools. Some very tight matches going down to the final 30seconds 
were played with the Year10 and 11 teams both making the semi-finals of the Swindon Schools. 

 

Just before February half term Year 7, 8 and 9 students got the opportunity to take part in a house 
badminton competition after school. Participation was high with all students earning house points for 
taking part. In the Year 7 competition, an extremely close final saw Ashley Warren just take the title 
from Kieran Garraway. In the girlôs competition Lizzy Gagan came out victorious with Evie Cooper in 
second place. In the Year 8 final Sam Howe and Tom Fieldsend showed tremendous skills in 
another tight final with Tom coming out on top. In the girlôs competition Claire Cadswell and Kate 
Whitefoot took the title.  In the Year 9 competition the boys showed why they were Swindon 
champions with an excellent display of shots. Avinesh John came out as the overall winner with 
Ryan Sharp in second place. In the girls competition Shania Carvey came through to win with Jess 
Riddler in second place. 

 

The 6
th
 Form rugby squad are still waiting to find out when their Wiltshire Shield final will be played 

after it emerged a large part of our squad were away on school visits when the final was originally 
scheduled. 

 

The football season has just started for both the boys and girls teams with fixtures for all Years each 
week. The Year 8 boys gained a victory in their first match against Wootton Bassett (3-1)  and Year 
7s drew in their friendly game (4-4) with a squad of 19 players to choose from. Year 7, Year 9 and 
Year 11 have all progressed in the Swindon schools cup. Good luck to all teams in their league and 
cup competitions. 

PE News  
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Congratulations to Sophie Barratt in Year 11 for representing Wiltshire girls U16 football team this 
season that have progressed to the England County National Final. Sophie has scored in the 
quarter final and the semi-final. We wish her and Wiltshire all the best in the final. 

 

Students from all year groups have been busy preparing for the evening of Gym and Dance.  
Trampolinists, gymnasts, vaulters and dancers are developing, refining and putting their final 
touches to their routines for the 20

th
 show. Tickets are on sale now for the three performances taking 

place on the 28
th 

, 29
th
, and 30

th
 April so get your tickets before they all sell out.  

 

Ridgeway hosted and took part in the Swindon Schools Swimming Gala on Thursday 4
th
 March. 

There were some outstanding individual performances with the Ridgeway School coming 3
rd

 overall. 
Congratulations to everyone for their performances. 

 

The Ridgeway School entered two events in the West Wiltshire Show jumping championships at 
Holt, near Melksham on Sunday7th March. The girls of Laura Windel (Yr8), Lilly Hurley (Yr9), Emma 
Horton (Yr10) and Stephanie Burch (Yr11) competed in two classes and were outstanding. Emma 
actually won both events against a field of over 100 riders. Well done to all for such great individual 
and teamwork in what proved to be a very long and tiring day for the girls and their families. 

 

Many thanks to all students for your outstanding dedication to extra-curricular and team sport at The 
Ridgeway School. 

 

The Physical Education Faculty. 

Ridgeway work with Wanborough Primary            

for their arts week 
ñI am a Year 10 student doing work experience with the Art department. During the week I had been 

asked to become involved with the workshops that the art department were running with 

Wanborough primary schoolsô arts and culture week. We were all very excited!! 

We did 3 workshops based on the theme of countries. 

Dragon puppets were created with year one based on the country of China. 

Year four were looking at the Caribbean and created colourful sunsets which can be seen in the 

photographs. 

Year five were looking at Russia and 

the work of the artist Kandinsky. 

We taught the children the difference 

between colours and how to mix them 

too. 

We really enjoyed ourselves and the 

pupils were great. We look forward to 

our next visit to the school when we 

are helping to create a large display of 

all the work that the pupils have 

produced.ò 

Written by Sophie Dodson 
 

A massive thank you to Sophie for all 

of her help and hard work on her 

placement with the art department too!! 
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MFL News 

Sauvez la Planète!   
 

Dans le monde aujourdôhui, 
Il y a trop de Pluie 

Acide dans les bois, 
On se demande ñpourquoi?ò  

 
Aujourdôhui, côest vrai 
Il faut sauver la terre, 

La pollution est en haut, 
La voiture, côest rigolo! 

 
Côest vrai quôon utilise 
Trop de gaz nuisibles, 
Attention tout le monde 

La couche dôozone est grande! 
 

Les problèmes sont urgents, 
Essayons maintenant  
De sauver lô®nergie 

Et protéger notre vie. 
 

La terre est notre mère 
Arr°te lôeffet de serre; 
Finalement je propose 

Il faut faire quelque chose! 
 

(By Mrs Wearn) 

LE RÉCHAUFFEMENT 

 

Je vois de lôespace. 

Une planète qui brûle. 

Les gens noient à cause des inondations. 

Mais on ne fait rien. 

Les gens sôaffament ¨ cause de la manque de nourriture. 

Mais on ne fait rien. 

Les gens meurent ¨ cause de la manque dôeau. 

Mais on ne fait rien. 

Les enfants nôont pas de future sans lôeau, sans la              

nourriture et  sans lôair pur! 

Le ciel est noir, la terre est noire, la mer est noire. 

Deux enfants jouent dans les cendres de la civilisation. 

Mais la mort nôest pas lôamie de lôinnocence. 

Et les humains ne sôinqui¯tent pas de la Terre. 

Quôavons-nous fait? 

Que ferons-nous? 

Shaun Slaven 13B1 

LôEnvironnement 

Le monde est beau et fragile. 

Ainsi les animaux en voie dôextinction pleurent pour la 

planète mourante. 

Tout le monde doit faire un effort 

Et recycler nos déchets. 

Rectifions nos erreurs, pour sauver la planète. 

R®duisons notre consummation dô®nergie, pour sauver 

notre avenir. 

Enfin, il faut lutter pour protéger notre maison. 

Amy Griffiths 13A1 

Un Limerick 

Il y avait un homme nommé Cal 

Qui a dit la pollution va mal. 

Il faut arrêter  

De jeter nos déchets 

Car le monde est vraiment trop sale! 

 

Sean Merrett  13B2 
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German Christmas Market Trip December 2009 

Two coaches of Year 8 students spent three nights in Germany at the beginning of 
December 2009. They arrived feeling very tired and hungry after an extremely long journey 
across France, Belgium and Germany. They stayed in a family run youth hostel near the 
River Rhine. The trip was a great success and everyone had a splendid time at the magical 
Christmas Markets and at the outdoor ice-rink. There was also a visit to an ancient German 
castle high up on a hill overlooking the Rhine and an enjoyable boat trip along the Rhine 
itself. In Köln, the chocolate factory was a huge hit and provided delicious Christmas 
presents for family members back home. The Ridgeway students were a wonderful group 
who made the most of every minute! Miss Manning.    

óThe Froggies et Les Rosbifsô 
Some of our Year 9 Gifted and Talented students are looking 

forward to a visit by students from Poitiers, France as part of a 

Joint Curriculum Project. This exciting project sees collaboration 

between the MFL and Performing Arts faculties and is looking at 

perceived stereotypes in France and England. Through the 

mediums of French and drama the students will rehearse and 

present different fables and will work together on an original 'fable' 

to explore the stereotypes of the English and the French and to 

celebrate differences. This will be begun and rehearsed in 

Swindon in March and rehearsed and performed in Poitiers in 

June. All fables are included in collections by Aesop or Jean de la Fontaine. The combined fable 

'The Froggies et les Rosbifs' will be in both languages and will reflect personal experiences of the 

pupils during the project. Look out for photos of the event in the next newsletter!! Mrs Dixon. 
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