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Most Ridgeway students will be studying for two separate English GCSEs over the next two years:

<

English and  English Literature.

In Year 10 we focus on the pieces of work collectively known as the GCSE Coursework Folder. As there is
crossover between the two, you may find the table below useful to see how things fit together.

Task Type of Assessment GCSE Covered

SPEAKING & LISTENING FOLDER Coursework English
Best three tasks from a range.
Completed throughout the year

MEDIA Coursework English
e.g. Analysis of the opening sequence of Jaws

Term 1

ORIGINALWRITING Coursework English

e.g. An alternative ending to Dahl’s short story,
‘The Landlady’.
Term20R 3

SHAKESPEARE Coursework English & Literature
e.g. How do the witches create tension in the
opening scenes of Macbeth?

Term20R 3

PROSE STUDY Coursework English & Literature
e.g. How does Dickens suggest Scrooge is an
unpleasant character?

Term40R5

POST 1914 DRAMA Coursework Literature
e.g. An Interview with Willy Russell about his
play, ‘Blood Brothers’

Term4or5
MEDIA/ NON FICTION School progress exam English
WRITING TO ARGUE/ PERSUADE/ADVISE
Term 6
English GCSE is 40% coursework: 20% Speaking and Listening
5% each of the written pieces
Literature GCSE is 30% coursework: 10% each written piece

Our time in Year 11 is spent preparing for the three exams which make up the remaining 60% of the English
GCSE and 70% of the Literature GCSE.



HOW PARENTS CAN HELP WITH COURSEWORK

e Make sure your child attends every lesson, completes homework and catches up any missed work.

e Encourage your child to spend time on their coursework and provide a quiet place for them to
work.

e Set aside time to discuss the task set — but remember it is THEIR work! Don’t worry about not being
an ‘expert’ —the very act of explaining to someone else cements thinking.

e Offer to read drafts and help with proof reading. Spelling does matter, but don’t let your child
become overly preoccupied — clarity and thoughtfulness are rewarded too.

e Make sure your child knows the consequences of plagiarism: presenting the work of others as their
own can lead to disqualification by the exam board. The internet is a wonderful tool, but ideas that
are not their own MUST be referenced.

e Contact your child’s English teacher regularly for a progress report or more specific advice.

beadswortha@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mrs Beadsworth

bellr@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mrs Bell

cainc@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Miss Cain

middlemassm@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mrs Middlemass (English Subject Leader)

orsiz@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Miss Orsi (Assistant Subject Leader)

wallacea@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mr Wallace

webberm@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mr Webber

wilkinsh@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mrs Wilkins

williamsf@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk — Mrs Williams

USEFUL WEBSITES:

www.mediaknowall.com

Helpful info about moving image techniques and terms

www.englishbiz.co.uk

Exercises to improve descriptive writing and much more

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

Plot, character and theme summaries for a wide range of novels and plays, plus audiobites and slideshows

www.universalteacher.org.uk

A brilliant site created by an English teacher with background information and task advice

www.podcastrevision.co.uk

Free-to-download revision podcasts useful for skills needed in the Year 10 exam and throughout the Year
11 course.


mailto:beadswortha@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:bellr@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:cainc@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:middlemassm@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:orsiz@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:wallacea@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:webberm@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:wilkinsh@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
mailto:williamsf@ridgeway.swindon.sch.uk
http://www.mediaknowall.com/
http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/
http://www.podcastrevision.co.uk/

