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Student in this pathway will take the following subjects: 

 

¶ English 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Core Science (Year 10) and BTEC Science (Year 11) 

¶ ICT 

¶ Enterprise and Employability in PSHE (equivalent of half a GCSE) 

¶ A core curriculum consisting of Religious Studies, Physical Education 

¶ Certificate of Personal Effectiveness 

¶ Two additional option subjects 

 

 

 

Subjects will not run if there are insufficient numbers 

Blue Learning Pathway  

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3 

Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness 

Art GCSE Art & Design BTEC 

 Business Studies GCSE Construction BTEC 

 Health & Social Care GCSE Drama GCSE 

 PE GCSE 
Hospitality and Catering 
BTEC 

 Performing Arts BTEC Leisure and Tourism GCSE 

 Product Design GCSE Textiles GCSE 

 Sport BTEC  
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Please see Mrs Middlemass for further information 

The Course 

This is a new course in English 

which runs for the first time from 

September 2010 and leads to the 

award of one GCSE, certified by 

AQA. Students are assessed in 

three basic areas: Speaking and 

Listening, Reading and Writing. 

Final grades are awarded on 

studentsô controlled assessment 

work and final examination 

performance. The GCSE allows 

students to develop their skills with 

functional English, yet work 

independently. Homework and the meeting of deadlines will be crucial 

for success. 

 

What will I study on this course? 

You will study a wide range of texts on this course from Shakespeare to 

modern prose published in the last decade.  

 

How much controlled assessment is there? 

There are 5 pieces of controlled assessment. Three pieces are 

assessed for Speaking and Listening skills and the final two assess your 

understanding and production of creative texts. 

 

How many exams will I sit? 

There will be just one formal examination. 

English Language & Literature  
English  
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Maths is one of the core subjects of the National 

Curriculum and is compulsory. 

 

What will I study on this course? 

During Key Stage 4 you will build on your existing 
knowledge and so prepare for GCSE and beyond. 
As in Key Stage 3 you will be taught in a set where 
the work is appropriately challenging.  You are likely 
to have a different teacher to who is teaching you in 
Year 9. 
 
 
 

What course will I be studying? 

New specifications for GCSE Mathematics are being introduced for first teaching September 2010, 
at this time these are still being approved by QCDA and it has not been possible to make a final 
decision as to which course we will be teaching. 
 
 

Is there any coursework? 

There is no coursework in GCSE mathematics. 

 

What are the tiers of entry? 

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE: 
Higher  Grades A*-E 
Foundation  Grades C-G 
 

 

What equipment will I need? 

For all maths exams you will need some specialist equipment: 
 A protractor 
 A pair of compasses 
 A scientific calculator 
(Casio scientific calculators are available to buy from the 
maths team) 

 

Please see Mrs Horton or Mr Buckle if you have any questions 

Mathematics  
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Science is a core subject of the National Curriculum. During 

Key Stage 4 you will have exciting and interesting lessons to 

help you build upon your existing knowledge from Key Stage 3. 

 

Teaching 

Students are taught in sets. These may be different from the 

Year 9 sets. Each set typically has 5 lessons per week and 

three teachers, a biologist, a chemist and a physicist. All 

students receive a workbook and a revision guide. The course 

we follow is OCR Gateway.  

 

 

The Course 

Science in years 10 and 11 is now focussed on the concepts and experiences of everyday events 

and real life Science. 

In Year 10 you will study Core Science or Triple Sciences. For Core Science there are external 
modular exams in January and June, and there is a coursework element looking at practical skills 

and also current Science topics in the news. A GCSE in Core Science is achieved at the end of 

Year 10. Triple Science will be offered to those students who achieve a level 6 or above at the 
end of Year 9.  Year 9 students are assessed using internally marked SATs papers and teacher 

assessment. Triple Science does not mean you will have extra Science lessons the course is 

covered in the same amount of time as Core and 

Additional Science but the pace is faster. 

 

In Year 11 students study either Additional Science or 

Additional Applied Science in order to gain a second 
GCSE. Both options lead to full GCE A Level courses, but 

the idea is to match the skills and achievements of each 

student to an appropriate Science course. Those students 

studying Triple Science will continue to do so in Year 11 
with terminal exams in summer of Year 11. 

 

If you have got a more vocational course in mind then in 

Year 11 you will be able to study a BTEC First Certificate 

in Applied Science, this course is aimed at students who 
would probably get a D ï G grade at GCSE. A pass at 

BTEC is equivalent to two grade C GCSEs. You will be able 

to carry on to do a BTEC  Diploma in Years 12 and 13. 

Science  

There are 2 tiers of entry within each Science GCSE. The usual entry is  

Higher: Grades A* -D (Sets 1-4) 

Foundation: Grades C -G (Sets 5-9), but this depends on  individual performance  

Very good coursework enables a Foundation student to gain a B grade.  
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OCR Nationals in ICT Level 2. The OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT                                                 have 

been developed to recognise learners' skills, knowledge and                                 understanding of 

Information and Communication Technology  functions, environments                                   and 

operations. 

Qualification Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

National First Award: (90 glh) students take mandatory unit 1, plus unit 21 Creating Computer 

Graphics. 

National Award: (180 glh) students take mandatory unit 1, plus an unit 21 and unit 2 Web page 

creation and creating animation for the worldwide web. 

Certification: All individual units are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction. Awards are graded in the 

same way. 

Unit 1: ICT Skills for Business: Students develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of 

communication in a business context, and learn how to use ICT in effective business 

communications. 

Unit 21: Creating Computer Graphics: By completing this unit students will develop their knowledge 

of different types of computer graphics that can be used in web pages. 

Unit 2: Web page Creation: Students will develop knowledge relating to the planning and creation of 

a multimedia website that is fit for purpose. 

Unit 20: Creating Animation for the worldwide web: The task has been designed to enable students 

to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of creating animation for use on the worldwide 

web.  

Please note that units may change dependant on studentsô pathways or preferences. 

 

 
 

ICT (OCR Nationals)  

Enabling students to develop knowledge and understanding in specialist areas of 
Information and Communication Technology, and demonstrate the skills needed to 
participate in the operation and development of ICT specific or ICT non -specific 
business organisations.  

OCR Level 2 Nationals  Number of Units  Number of Mandatory units  Qualifications of the same size 

and level  

First Award 2 1 1 GCSE  (A*-C) 

Award 4 1 2 GCSEs (A*-C) 
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English Language & Literature  
Enterprise and Employability  

Citizenship, Personal and Social Education (CPSHE) is statutory for all students. It does not count 
as one of your option choices. However, you can achieve a qualification in a year. 
 
In Year 10 all students will have one lesson per week and band C students follow the AQA Level 1 
and 2 course which gives students the opportunity to gain a ½ GCSE equivalent qualification. 
 
Students have a chance to practice the skills they will need for employment. 
 
What will I study on this course? 
Subject content covers 7 areas: 

¶ What is Enterprise Capability? 

¶ The Enterprise Process 

¶ Enterprise and the World Wide Web 

¶ Promoting Personal Employability 

¶ Understanding and Planning Personal Finance 

¶ Rights, Responsibilities and Ethical Considerations of Enterprise Activities 
 
How much coursework is there? 
Coursework completed in the Spring of Year 10 and is a short log and detailed report on an 
enterprise activity carried out by students, which gives 30% the overall assessment mark. An 
enterprise activity could be making and selling products, raising money for charity or running front of 
house for a school event. 
 
What exams are there and when? 
The examination is 70% of the overall assessment and sat by students early in term 6. There are 3 
sections to the examination paper, section A is multiple choice with section B and C requiring short 
written answers. 
 
Development in Year 11 
All students follow the AQA Preparation for Working                                                                            
Life Level 1 and 2 Certificate course. 
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Introduction 

The award is a nationally recognised qualification that helps people over the age of 14 develop their 
leadership skills. Itôs a fun course and offers an insight into the enjoyment one can gain through 
sports leadership.  
 

The syllabus fosters generic skills, which can be applied to a variety of different sporting activities as 
well as contributing to the candidates personal and social education.  

 

Itôs a practical qualification where candidates learn through doing, rather than through written work. 
A candidates ability as a competent leader is assessed by observation rather than written tests.  

 

The award is a fantastic way of 
delivering elements of the Physical 
Education National Curriculum at 
Key Stage 4. As well as this, the 
generic aspects of leadership 
taught by the award complement 
many of the Governments 
objectives of the Citizenship N.C. 
requirements. These include: 
Developing skills for enquiry and 
communication and developing 
skills for participation and 
responsible action. PSHE elements 
include: Developing confidence and 
responsibility; Developing a 
healthier, safer lifestyle; Developing 
good relationships and respecting 
the differences between people. 

 

Junior Sports Leader Award 

JSLA is undertaken in Core PE and Enrichment time 

 

After completion of the Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership you can gain access to 
enrol onto the Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership which is offered in 

Year 12. 
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Option Subjects  
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GCSE art and design is a recognised qualification for further study of AS and A level 

in the sixth form, it is a desirable qualification to have as you start on your courses 

that will lead to further education or the world of work. 

What will I study on the course?  

 

You will have the opportunity to explore a number of 
different ideas and materials as you follow set 
themes. It is expected that you will develop the skills 
and processes that you have already tried in earlier 
years in KS3 as well as trying out new, exciting 
ideas and developing these with new materials and 
techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

How much coursework is there?  

 

Most of the course is taken up with developing your 
coursework portfolio. This allows you to explore 
interests in the subject and experiment with a wide 
range of art processes and materials, creating 
exiting and individual responses. You will also link 
your practical work with the study or artists, 
designers and craftspeople.   

You will produce a portfolio selected from work undertaken during the 
course. This must include more than one project. This unit is worth 60% 
of your total marks. 

 

 

What exams are there and when?  

 

You will be required to produce a personal response from one starting 
point provided within the exam paper. This consists of a period of 
preparatory time and a 10 hour exam. Papers will be issued to you from 
1 January in the year of your examination. This is worth 40% of your 
total marks. 

GCSE Art and Design 
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What will I study on the course?  

 

This course is designed as an alternative to GCSE. It will 
involve you in many of the skills and learning that a 
GCSE course would.  

 

The course is a vocational award; this means that this 
qualification is designed for students who are really 
interested in employment in Art, or the Arts. 

This qualification may then be followed by a Level 3 
BTEC award or GCE AS and A2 in Art and Design. 

 

How much coursework is there?  

 

The course is structured so that coursework is the main form of 
assessment. There are compulsory units and a choice of 
optional units that you can choose from. Assessment is done by 
the teachers and there are three levels that you can pass at ï
pass, merit, and distinction.  

 

 

 

 

 

What exams are there, and when?  

 

There are no externally set exams. 
Instead all the coursework that you do will 
be assessed. The grade you get is based 
on the level that you achieve in both the 
optional and compulsory units of study. 

BTEC Art and Design 

BTEC art and design is a course that will suit students who are looking for a course 

that is mainly practical that will involve you in a lot of designing and expressive work 

and will help you prepare for the sixth form or apply for a wide range of jobs that 

require artistic ability.  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.toffsworld.com/art_artists_painters/images/van_gogh_post.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.toffsworld.com/art_artists_painters/post_impressionism_art_movement.htm&h=317&w=420&sz=50&tbnid=QS3br6M6GcYhfM:&tbnh=94&

