The Ridgeway School

A Science Specialist School
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Green Learning Pathway

Student in this pathway will take the following subjects:

i English and English Language

i Mathematics

1 Core and Additional Science (2 GCSEO®6s)

1 ICT

1  Citizenship within PSHE (equivalent of half a GCSE)

1 A core curriculum consisting of religious studies, physical education

1  Three additional option subjects

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3
Art & Design BTEC Art GCSE Art & Design BTEC
Cert|f|_cate of Personal Business Studies GCSE Business Studies GCSE
Effectiveness
Construction BTEC Geography GCSE Construction BTEC
French GCSE Graphics GCSE Drama GCSE
German GCSE History GCSE Food & Nutrition GCSE
Hospitality & Catering
BTEC PE GCSE Geography GCSE
Performing Arts BTEC | Performing Arts BTEC Graphics GCSE
PE GCSE Product Design GCSE History GCSE
Product Design GCSE | Religious Studies & Ethics GCSE Elgsé%tallty and Catering
Sport BTEC Sociology GCSE Leisure and Tourism GCSE

Sport BTEC Media Studies GCSE
Health & Social Care Music GCSE
Textiles GCSE
Economics GCSE

Subjects will not run if there are insufficient numbers
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English Language and Literature

The Course e
RRRBRRRRRMRI

This is a unified course in English Language and English Literature umm’ T
which runs for the first time from September 2010 and leads to the ' ..-.
award of two GCSEs, certified by AQA. Students are assessed in three :

. : . . : " . 1917-conurcrus peuams nony - 832
basic areas: Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing. Final grades -
are awarded on studentsod controlll Rt Eha i hae. & L

examination performances. Two GCSEs call for much hard work.
Students will be expected to be committed to homework and deadlines
for the preparation of controlled assessments. Independent study,
research and huge effort will be crucial.

What will I study on this course?

You will study a wide range of texts on this course from Shakespeare to
modern prose published in the last decade. You will also explore a
thematic poetry anthology and spoken language.

How much controlled assessment is there?

There are 7 pieces of controlled assessment. Three pieces are

assessed for Speaking and Listening skills. The other pieces assess
your understanding and production of creative texts, your analysis of
texts from our Literary Heritage and your study of Spoken Language.

How many exams will I sit? ¢ ‘

There will be two formal
examinations

Please see Mrs Middlemass for further information



Mathematics

Maths is one of the core subjects of the National
Curriculum and is compulsory.

~ | What will | study on this course?

During Key Stage 4 you will build on your existing
- knowledge and so prepare for GCSE and beyond.
As in Key Stage 3 you will be taught in a set where
the work is appropriately challenging. You are likely
to have a different teacher to who is teaching you in
- Year 9.

What course will | be studying?

New specifications for GCSE Mathematics are being introduced for first teaching September 2010,
at this time these are still being approved by QCDA and it has not been possible to make a final
decision as to which course we will be teaching.

Is there any coursework?

There is no coursework in GCSE mathematics.

What are the tiers of entry?

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE:
Higher Grades A*-E
Foundation Grades C-G

What equipment will | need?

For all maths exams you will need some specialist equipment:
A protractor
A pair of compasses
A scientific calculator
(Casio scientific calculators are available to buy from the
maths team)

Please see Mrs Horton or Mr Buckle if you have any questions




Science

Science is a core subject of the National Curriculum. During
Key Stage 4 you will have exciting and interesting lessons to
help you build upon your existing knowledge from Key Stage 3.

Teaching

Students are taught in sets. These may be different from the

. Year 9 sets. Each set typically has 5 lessons per week and
three teachers, a biologist, a chemist and a physicist. All
students receive a workbook and a revision guide. The course
we follow is OCR Gateway.

I

The Course

Science in Years 10 and 11 is now focussed on the concepts and experiences of everyday events
and real life Science.

In Year 10 you will study Core Science or Triple Sciences. For Core Science there are external
modular exams in January and June, and there is a coursework element looking at practical skills
and also current Science topics in the news. A GCSE in Core Science is achieved at the end of
Year 10. Triple Science will be offered to those students who achieve a level 6 or above at the
end of Year 9. Year 9 students are assessed using internally marked SATs papers and teacher
assessment. Triple Science does not mean you will have extra Science lessons the course is
covered in the same amount of time as Core and
Additional Science but the pace is faster.

In Year 11 students study either Additional Science or
Additional Applied Science in order to gain a second
GCSE. Both options lead to full GCE A Level courses, but
the idea is to match the skills and achievements of each
student to an appropriate Science course. Those students
studying Triple Science will continue to do so in Year 11
with terminal exams in summer of Year 11.

If you have got a more vocational course in mind then in
Year 11 you will be able to study a BTEC First Certificate
in Applied Science, this course is aimed at students who
would probably geta D i G grade at GCSE. A pass at
BTEC is equivalent to two grade C GCSEs. You will be able
to carry onto do a BTEC Diploma in Years 12 and 13.

There are 2 tiers of entry within each Science GCSE. The usual entry is
Higher: Grades A* -D (Sets 1-4)

Foundation: Grades C -G (Sets 5-9), but this depends on individual performance
Very good coursework enables a Foundation student to gain a B grade.




ICT (OCR Nationals)

OCR Nationals in ICT Level 2. The OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT
been developed to recognise learners' skills, knowledge and
Information and Communication Technology functions, environments
operations.

Qualification Structure

OCR Level 2 Nationals Number of Units Number of Mandatory units Qualifications of the same size
and level
First Award 2 1 1 GCSE (A*-C)
Award 4 1 2 GCSEs (A*-C)

National First Award: (90 glh) students take mandatory unit 1, plus unit 21 Creating Computer
Graphics.

National Award: (180 glh) students take mandatory unit 1, plus an unit 21 and unit 2 Web page
creation and creating animation for the worldwide web.

Certification: All individual units are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction. Awards are graded in the
same way.

Unit 1: ICT Skills for Business: Students develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of
communication in a business context, and learn how to use ICT in effective business
communications.

Unit 21: Creating Computer Graphics: By completing this unit students will develop their knowledge
of different types of computer graphics that can be used in web pages.

Unit 2: Web page Creation: Students will develop knowledge relating to the planning and creation of
a multimedia website that is fit for purpose.

Unit 20: Creating Animation for the worldwide web: The task has been designed to enable students
to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of creating animation for use on the worldwide
web.

Pl ease note that wunits may change dependant on

Enabling students to develop knowledge and understanding in specialist areas of
Information and Communication Technology, and demonstrate the skills needed to

participate in the operation and development of ICT specific or ICT non -specific
business organisations.




Citizenship

Citizenship, Personal and Social Education (CPSHE) is
statutory for all students. It does not count as one of your
option choice. However, you can achieve a qualification in a
" year.

In Year 10, all students will have one lesson per week and
band A and B students will sit the AQA Short Course GCSE
Citizenship Studies. This course may provide you mentor/
enrichment activities or voluntary work outside of school.

P What will | study on this course?
Our course teaches 2 of the examination themes, with theme
1 being compulsory and theme 2 selected in examination by
' our students.
\ Theme 1 Community Action and Active Citizenship
] Theme 2 Being a Citizen in the UK-Democracy and ldentity
There is a strong focus on developing critical thinking skills and active participation. Students will
have the opportunity to discuss through simulation, role play and debate, topical and controversial
issues.

How much coursework is there?
Coursework is worth 60% of the final GCSE mark. This involves students selecting an investigation
of their choice. The coursework concentrates on active participation planning and evaluation.
Students find a campaigning organisation, whose views they agree and promote the ideas of the
organisation to an audience.

What exams are there and when?

The course is completed in Year 10 and students will sit the GCSE exam in Term 6. students will sit
a written paper of one hour. This is 40% of their final GCSE grade.

SECTION A requires students to answer a
series of compulsory short answer questions
on Theme 1\ Community Action and Active
Citizenship.

SECTION B requires students to write
extended answers in response to questions
about Theme 2\Being a Citizen in the UK-
Democracy and Identity.

Development in Year 11
All students follow the AQA Preparation for
Working Life Level 1 and 2 Certificate Course.

GCSE Citizenship provides an excellent sk
their futureo. |t develops critical t hin

local, national and international levels. It is of particular value for those thinking about
careers in the media, local government, public services, journalism, law and charity work.




Junior Sports Leader Award

Introduction

The award is a nationally recognised qualification that helps people over the age of 14 develop their
|l eadership skills. ltés a fun course and offers
sports leadership.

The syllabus fosters generic skills, which can be applied to a variety of different sporting activities as
well as contributing to the candidates personal and social education.

|l tds a practical qualification where candidates
A candidates ability as a competent leader is assessed by observation rather than written tests.

The award is a fantastic way of
delivering elements of the Physical
Education National Curriculum at
Key Stage 4. As well as this, the
generic aspects of leadership
taught by the award complement
many of the Governments
objectives of the Citizenship N.C.
requirements. These include:
Developing skills for enquiry and
communication and Developing
skills for participation and
responsible action. PSHE elements
include: Developing confidence and |
responsibility; Developing a
healthier, safer lifestyle; Developing
good relationships and respecting
the differences between people.

JSLA is undertaken in Core PE and Enrichment time

After completion of the Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership you can gain access to

enrol onto the Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership which is offered in
Year 12.




Option Subjects
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GCSE Art and Design

What will | study on the course?

You will have the opportunity to explore a number of
different ideas and materials as you follow set
themes. It is expected that you will develop the skills
and processes that you have already tried in earlier
Years in KS3 as well as trying out new, exciting
ideas and developing these with new materials and
techniques.

How much coursework is there?

Most of the course is taken up with developing your
coursework portfolio. This allows you to explore
interests in the subject and experiment with a wide
range of art processes and materials, creating
exiting and individual responses. You will also link
your practical work with the study or artists,
designers and craftspeople.

You will produce a portfolio selected from work undertaken during the course. This must
include more than one project. This unit is worth 60% of your total
marks.

What exams are there and when?

You will be required to produce a personal response from one starting
point provided within the exam paper. This consists of a period of
preparatory time and a 10 hour exam. Papers will be issued to you from
1 January in the Year of your examination. This is worth 40% of your
total marks.

GCSE art and design is arecognised qualification for further study of AS and A level
in the sixth form, it is a desirable qualification to have as you start on your courses

that will lead to further education or the world of work.




BTEC Art and Design

What will | study on the course?

This course is designed as an alternative to GCSE. It will
involve you in many of the skills and learning that a
GCSE course would.

The course is a vocational award; this means that this
gualification is designed for students who are really
interested in employment in Art, or the Arts.

This qualification may then be followed by a Level 3
BTEC award or GCE AS and A2 in Art and Design.

How much coursework is there?

The course is structured so that coursework is the main form of
assessment. There are compulsory units and a choice of
optional units that you can choose from. Assessment is done by
the teachers and there are three levels that you can pass at i
pass, merit, and distinction.

| What exams are there, and when?

There are no externally set exams.
Instead all the coursework that you do will
: be assessed. The grade you get is based
#= . on the level that you achieve in both the
o e ~ optional and compulsory units of study.
. . ".\"«,‘- (;:w. p p y y

BTEC art and design is a course that will suit students who are looking for a course

that is mainly practical that will involve you in a lot of designing and expressive work

and will help you prepare for the sixth form or apply for a wide range of jobs that
require artistic ability.
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Business Studies

/i

Ever wondered what makes some businesses so successful? Have you thought about which are the
best companies to work for, or why there are so many adverts on TV? Or do you fancy running your
own business?

What is Business Studies?

Business Studies gives you the opportunity to investigate these and thousands of other questions to
do with the world of work. As a TV viewer, customer and student you are already familiar with the
work of hundreds of different businesses. Now find out more behind what you see to discover what
makes a business really work. Business Studies develops your skills of research, problem solving,
communication and team work which are considered very important by employers today.

What will | study on this course?

Setting Up A Business

Ownership and Control of Business
Aims and Objectives of Businesses
Managing People

Marketing and Advertising

Finance

External Influences and the Law
Location of Business

Production methods

=8 =8 =8 -4 -4 _4_-4_9_-9

How will | be assessed?

Year 10 Summer Exam, 1 hour.
Year 11 Controlled Assessment, Summer Exam, 1 hour

Careers: Marketing, Accountancy, Banking, Sales, Managing People, Leisure industry,
sports and arts, Running your own business. Carry on to A level and university

courses. It can be combined with any other subject.




Level 2 BTEC First Certificate In

Hospitality and Catering

" What will | study on this course?

BTEC in Hospitality and Catering addresses the
key areas of knowledge, understanding and
skills required for learners contemplating a
career within this exciting and diverse industry,
this course will be the first introduction for
students who would be interesting becoming a
Chef or working within the Hotel and restaurant
industry, Front of House.

Areas of learning are:

Food and drink

Housekeeping and Front office
Food Preparation and Cooking

The BTEC First Certificate in Hospitality and Catering is designed to offer opportunities for learners
to develop a range of employability skills and techniques, understanding, personal qualities and
attitudes essential for success in working life.

How much coursework is there?
You will be asked to explore 3 units, which will be assessed by your teachers.
1 core unit which explores the Hospitality industry and 2 specialist units.

What exams are there?
There are no written exams for this subject.

A New course offered this
year

equivalent to 2 GCSEs

There are career opportunities in Catering and Hospitality in:

Restaurants Schools and Colleges

Hotels Airlines
Health Care Agencies Institutional Management
The Armed Forces Running you own Business




EDEXCEL First BTEC Certificate In

Construction

What will | study on this
course?

BTEC in Construction addresses the
key areas of knowledge, understanding
and skills required for learners
contemplating a career within this
exciting and diverse industry.

Equivalent to 2 GCSEs

The BTEC Introductory Certificate in Construction is designed to:

A Offer opportunities for learners to develop a range of employability skills and techniques,
understanding, personal qualities and attitudes essential for success in working life.

A Develop and enhance | earnersd ability in area
engineering through effective use and combination of the knowledge and skills gained in
different parts of the qualifications

A Provide specialised studies directly relevant to construction, building
services and related sectors in which learners are working or intend to
seek employment

A Provide a stepping stone into employment in the construction

UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

How much coursework is there?

You will be asked to explore 3 units, which will be assessed
by your teachers.

Unit 1 Introduction to the Construction Industry
Unit 2 Heath, safety and Welfare in Construction
Unit 5 Carpentry and Joinery

What exams are there?
There are no written exams for this subject.

Construction is useful for anyone wishing to pursue a career in carpentry, joinery,

building services, building construction, building design and surveying.




