
 

 

   Inspiring Learners For Their Future            

The Ridgeway School 

Science 



 

Vision and Values                                                

Inspiring learners for their future through a vibrant, innovative and 

supportive environment where students are resourceful, resilient, 

responsible and are challenged to take risks in order to succeed.  

We want students to leave as confident, self -motivated, pleasant and 

interesting young adults.  The Ridgeway School is about developing the 

whole person and understands that people prosper with trust, 

encouragement and praise.   

Students are encouraged to develop:  

 
Politeness, manners and respect  

Teamwork, trust and friendship  

Passions, interests and hobbies  

Independent learning and thinking  

Thinking beyond themselves  

Ways of contributing towards their community  

 

The Ridgeway School  

 



 

 

 

 

Mr Steve Colledge   
Headteacher  

 

Choosing the right secondary school is one of the most important decisions you will 

make together with your son or daughter.   

The Ridgeway School provides a high standard of teaching combined with a very 

extensive range of extra -curricular opportunity.  Our examination results are above the 

national average with very high standards achieved in public examinations at both 

GCSE and GCE.  The Ridgeway School recognises that it is important to enjoy learning 

so that it becomes something you do readily and are willing to engage in for the rest of 

your life.  We can be very proud of our studentsõ achievements and are committed to 

providing a climate in which every single student can, and does, achieve their best.  

Our new pastoral system ensures that every student experiences a very high standard of 

care and guidance.  There are clear expectations of student behaviour so that all can 

learn and we believe that we gain the right balance of care, challenge and 

achievement.   In September 2007 we established considerably smaller tutor groups of 

15 students each. The Ridgeway School has long established a programme of peer 

mentoring so that older students can mentor younger ones.  We now have over 100 

trained Youth Coaches from amongst Years 10, 11 and 12. Our assessment procedures 

enable us to inform student, parent and tutor of progress five times per year.  We aim to 

empower students to take responsibility for their own progress and so understand clearly 

why they need to set targets and take deliberate steps to achieve these.  It is our belief 

that personal excellence is achieved if the students are challenged to think about their 

own learning.  

The extra -curricular programme at The Ridgeway School is vast and successful.  Interests 

and hobbies can be pursued that ensure the development of the ôwhole personõ.  The 

Duke of Edinburgh Award, Adventure Service Challenge and other leadership 

opportunities are important in this respect.  

We look forward to you seeing us in action.  

Welcome  

òLessons 

always help 

me to 

improve. I get 

to practise 

different skills 

and I              

am never 

bored.ó 

Year 7 Student  



 

 
Learning for life 

Accelerated learning is at the heart of The Ridgeway School experience. Lessons 

encourage creative thinking and resourcefulness by offering an opportunity to 

problem solve, enquire, speculate and to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in a range of ways.  

 

Achievement, effort and progress are carefully noted, acknowledged and 

celebrated through the schoolõs reward systems. Learners are able to earn house 

points and receive certificates and praise postcards. Mentors and teachers regularly 

phone home to share in the celebration of successes. Sharing is part and parcel of 

inspiration!  

 

Curriculum pathways provide learners with subjects and levels of teaching which 

are right for them. Learners are appropriately challenged and have the chance to 

succeed, make progress and to feel inspired.  

Learning at The Ridgeway School is a lively, energetic business! Lessons are 

challenging, thought provoking and call for learners to take an active part. 

Learners will often find themselves making something to illustrate or prove a 

point, playing a part in a team, working with a partner or presenting ideas to 

the class. Learners are always busy and engaged.  

 

òI like the  

teachers and 

they had all my        

chosen           

subjects on         

offer.ó 

Year 12 Student  

Inspiring Learners  



 

Learners are inspired through exciting and engaging learning activities. 

Learners are encouraged to take part in competitions and challenges 

which are sponsored by subject teams from across the school. One week 

it might be a maths challenge, the next a spellathon. The week after 

might even see learners working in teams to decide what the best 

contents for a time capsule might be!  

 

Learners are supported by their mentors and teachers and have 

frequent opportunities to talk about their progress and development. As 

well as this learners are encouraged to reflect on their learning and to set 

themselves realistic, achievable targets. Specialist support is also provided 

for the gifted, able and talented and special educational needs learners. 

Learning is personal and the Ridgeway School makes every effort to keep 

it that way.  

 

A Learn to Learn programme, aimed at developing learning 

awareness, is a new feature of the Key Stage 3 curriculum. The lessons are 

structured and taught so that learners can understand how learning 

happens and what the most effective ways to learn are. These lessons are 

hands -on, ICT based and highly participative.  

 

Thematic Immersion days provide a  highly interactive programme of 

activities. Each year group in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 has five such 

days a year. The intention of the days is to deepen learning and 

understanding in, for example, enterprise and multiculturalism. Learners 

often work in small teams and prizes and rewards feature significantly.  

 

Learning environments are equipped with interactive whiteboards 

which enable teachers to make full use of multimedia resources so as to 

bring lessons to life and to provide interactive learning opportunities. A 

number of dedicated ICT rooms enable learners to access the internet 

and to make use of a variety of software packages. Learners also have 

the use of three purpose -built Apple Mac suites and a newly created 

Learning Resource area.  

 



 

 

 

The Ridgeway School is now entering its sixth year of Science Specialist 

Status and what a difference the specialism has made!  

 

òScience Specialist Status Benefits the          

Whole School Community .ó 
 

Design Technology students can achieve CREST awards by entering the 

Rolls Royce Competition at Bath University. Food Technology students 

have joined forces with the Green team to enter the Food & Farming 

Competition. The Creative Planet Centre (funded by the Specialist 

Status) provides an excellent venue for subjects to hold active and 

unusual lessons both inside and as an outdoor classroom for any subject. 

The SSS has funded additional resources for History, English, Psychology, 

Geography, R.E. and Science so that  interesting and fulfilling courses can 

now be followed. 

         

òThe Specialist Science Status has enabled us to 

make two modern foreign language exchange 

visits a year, and whilst away, we study science in 

the foreign language giving our visits a real focus. 

Scientific Approach to Learning  



 

         

 

 

òSixth form           

Drama students  

have been able   

 to book the  

Creative Planet 

Centre for extra       

rehearsals which  

has really                    

encouraged     

their             

independent            

learning.ó 

The Extended Community  
SSS shows our students how to interact with the wider community.                           

Students can:  
 

become science ambassadors and help lead projects with primary schools.  
 

join the science and engineering club and run spectacular evenings for 

parents.  
 

help to raise funds.  

 

go Green and attend environmental events such as the Earth Summit each 

June.  
 

SSS enables the students to see the full picture and to grow into caring,                               

responsible and understanding young people.  

Specialist Science Status for Science  

 
Science at The Ridgeway School has made progress in leaps and bounds with the 

help of the funding through Science Specialist Status. We have seen improvements in 

results, especially over the last two years, as new strategies have been consolidated 

across the team.  
 

Our results have been outstanding at GCSE and AõLevel in all subjects. 63% of 

students gained 2 A* -C in Science. 77% achieved at least one C and 25% achieved 

at least one A. Biology and Chemistry performed in the top 20% compared with all 

other schools, including Physics in the top 10% (AõLevel Performance System Data). 
 

The Ridgeway School has been offering Triple Science for two years and successfully 

applied to lead a government funded òTriple Science Networkó linking five schools 

across 3 LEAs. This collaboration between schools will provide an opportunity for 

revision conferences, curriculum based trips and a forum for teachers to share good 

practice.  
 

Overall, SSS has enabled the Science team to go from strength to strength and                    

deliver a curriculum which is enabling students at all levels to succeed.  

Science 



  

 

Pastoral care and guidance  

The Ridgeway School is centred upon developing resourceful, resilient 

and responsible  young people who are challenged to take risks in 

order to succeed.  

 

Developing confidence  

Each student is assigned to a mentor group made up of 15 students. 

The mentor group meets three times a week for the purpose of covering 

a personal development programme and for mentors to talk with 

individuals about aspects of their learning and life at The Ridgeway 

School.  Mentors liaise closely with parents and staff about their 

menteesõ progress. The mentor system is there to bring out the best in all 

of the learners at The Ridgeway School.  

 

Developing competence  

The lunchtime enrichment programme offers learners a unique 

opportunity to discover interests and to develop new skills. Learners are 

able to opt into a wide variety of enrichment activities such as dance, 

basketball, jewellery club, computer club, Italian for beginners and 

swimming.  

     Personal Challenge & Development  




