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AS Fine Art A-C = 36% 
(total pass rate 79%) 
 

A2 Fine Art A-C = 20% 
(total pass rate 87%) 
 
Exam Board  -  AQA 
 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade C if studied at 
GCSE.  Otherwise through 
negotiation with Team Leader.  
Students who have not studied 
art at GCSE and are interested 
in AS level must see Miss 
Pickles when they receive these 

details. 
 
A Level 
Students must have 
successfully completed AS Art 
and Design with at least grade 
E. 
 
What will I study on the 
course? 
 
AS Level 
You will study one coursework, 
and one examination unit.  The 
themes for study are traditional 
subjects: still-life figure, interior 
and landscape etc. but these 
have a modern slant.  There are 
a number of new techniques 
and processes involved, such 
as silkscreen and relief 
printmaking, as well as 
traditional skills such as 
drawing, collage and painting. 
 
A Level 
The A Level course builds on 
the experiences and skills from 
AS and introduces a personal 
study as one of the units. 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
AS Level 
Most of the course is taken up 
with the production of one major 
unit of work that is designed to 

cover the same assessment 
objectives that were required for 
GCSE.  The coursework unit is 
worth 50% of the total AS grade.  
(25% of the total A level). 
 
A Level 
A Level Art has exactly the 
same course structure as AS: 
one coursework unit and an 
examination unit. The 
coursework unit  is worth  25% 
of the total A Level grade and 
the exam unit is worth 25%. 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 2 is the AS examination.  
This is worth 50% of the total 
AS grade and is 5 hours long.  
You have a choice of exam 
questions to which you will 
answer one. The exam is used 
as early experimentation 
towards the exam unit. 
 
A Level 
Unit 4 which is worth 25%.  The 
exam paper is issued at the 
beginning of February. You will 
be required to produce 
preparatory work answering the 
assessment objectives before 
the 15 hour exam. The 
examination will be over a three 
days in late April/early May. 

 

Fine Art 

AS Art and Design is a recognised qualification in its own right.  You can go on 
to óAô Level provided you have at least grade E at AS.  Universities accept AS 
art, and it is expected that all students applying for Foundation Art, and other 
Art courses, will have AS Art as a minimum qualification.  óAô Level Art and 

Design is recognised by universities for the majority of courses.  It can be used 
as a subject in its own right, or with other óAô Levels for non-art courses.  

Students applying for Foundation courses at art college or other institutions for 
art courses are expected to have óAô level Art.  Art related occupations include: 

product design, interior design, fashion, textile design, art(s) education, 
architecture, antique selling and restoration. 
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100% pass rate 
 
Exam Board  -  AQA 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade C in either GCSE 
Art and/or Textiles.  Pupils who 
have lower grades are welcome 
to apply but need to speak with 
the course leaders before they 
complete an application form.  
Pupils who have not taken 
GCSE Art or Textiles but are 
interested in this course are also 
welcome to see the course 
leaders to discuss an 
application. 
 
A Level 
Students must have 
successfully completed AS Art 
and Textiles with at least grade 
E. 
 
 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
You will study one coursework 
unit and one examination unit. 
These will involve experiencing, 
experimenting and developing 
techniques in fabric construction 
and decoration (e.g. weaving, 
resist dying, embroidery, 
printing) with a modern slant. 
 
A Level 
The A level course builds on the 
experiences and skills gained at 
AS and introduces personal 
study as one of the units. 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
AS Level 
Most of the course is taken up 
with the production of one major 
unit of work that is designed to 
cover the same assessment 
objectives that are required for 

GCSE Art and Design.  Each 
coursework unit is worth 50% of 
the total AS grade (25% of the 
total óAô Level). 
 
A Level 
A Level Art and Textiles has 
exactly the same course 
structure as AS - one 
coursework unit and an 
examination for unit 4.  The 
coursework unit is worth 25% of 
the total A Level grade and the 
exam unit is worth 25%. 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 2 is the AS examination.  
This is worth 50% of the total 
AS grade and is 5 hours long.  
You have the paper up to 8 
weeks in advance of the exam 
date.  The exam is spaced over 
two days in May. 
 
A Level 
Unit 4, which is worth 25% of 
the A Level grade.  The exam 
will have up to 8 weeks 
preparation time and is 15 hours 
in length.  The examination will 
be spread over a number of 
days in late April/early May 

 

Fine Art Textiles 

 
 

Universities accept AS Art and Textiles and it is a suitable qualification for 
students applying for Foundation Art and other Art courses. 

There are a number of art/textiles related occupations including textiles 
designer, retail, fashion trade, costume designer and maker, working in 

television and theatre, teaching, museum work (conservation). 
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Biology results at The 
Ridgeway School are 
second to none coming 
in the top 10% of the 
country at both AS and 
A2.  100% pass rate 72% 
A-C 

 

 
What grades do I need at 
GCSE? 

 
AS Level 
You should expect to achieve at 
least  grade BB in Science and 
C in Maths and English GCSE, 
and be prepared to apply your 
scientific knowledge and 
understanding to new topics and 
to the application of Biology in 
the world today.  Above all you 
will need to be keen to learn, in 
much more detail, how living 
things work and interact with 
each other and their 
environment. 

A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
Level Biology with at least grade 
E. 
 
What will I study on this 
course?  
 

AS Level OCR H021 
Module 1: Cells, Exchange and 
Transport 
Module 2: Molecules, 
Biodiversity, Food and Health 
Module 3: Practical skills in 
Biology 1 
 
A Level OCR H421 
Module 4: Communications, 
Homeostasis and Energy 
Module 5: Control, Genomes 
and Environment 
Module 6: Practical skills in 
Biology 2 
 
 

How much coursework is 
there? 
 

Coursework at AS and A2 is 
changing. It builds on the skills 
gained at GCSE and involves 
assessment of Practical and 
Investigative Skills, Data 
Analysis, Risk Assessments and 
Ethical Considerations. It 
combines the best of the old 
bringing back skills such as 
microscope work and 

dissections with research into 
biological developments which 
affect our everyday lives.  
 
 

A Level Biology students attend 
a residential field course 
studying the ecology of rocky 
shores and sand dunes of the 
Dorset coast in order to support 
Module F215 at A2 and 
complete A2 coursework - Many 
a student has been heard to say 
of this óIt was the best school 
trip ever!ô  
 
 

What exams are there and 
when? 
 

AS Level 
Written exams are based on two 
modules - 
Module 1 Examined in January 
2009: 
Module 2 Examined in June 
2009: 
Module 3 Completion Date to 
Board May 15

th
 2009  

 

A level 
Module 4 Examined in January 
2010: 
Module 5 Examined in June 
2010: 
Module 6 Completion Date to 

Board May 15th 2010: 

 

Biology 

 
Biology is a subject which is never out of the news and would be interesting as a one 
year course or as the full A Level.  Biology can óstand aloneô as a Science subject 
amongst more óArtô orientated subjects and is complementary to Geography, 

Psychology, Sociology and Sports Science as well as Chemistry, Physics and Maths. 
Just think of gene technology, global warming, endangered species, GM foods, 

transplants, B.S.E., cloning. The list is endless and is growing every day.  It provides 
an excellent basis for higher education courses from Medicine to Marine biology,  

Physiotherapy to Psychology and will provide you with a wide range of useful skills 
which are transferable to any subject or field of work. 
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100% Pass Rate 
 
Exam Board  -  AQA 
 
 
What grades do I need at 
GCSE?AS Level At least 5 
grade Cs, including English and 
Mathematics. At least a B in 
Business or Economics if taken 
at GCSE.  Other subject options 
by negotiation with Team 
Leader. 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
Applied Business with at least 
grade E. 
 
What qualification will this 
course give me? 
On completion you will gain an 
Applied A Level. 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
6 units over the two years. 
 
Year 12 AS: 

Investigating Business 

People in Business  

Financial Planning & 
Monitoring  

 
Year 13 A2: 

Business Planning (A2) 

Managing People (A2), 

Marketing Strategy (A2) 
 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
Lots because the course is 
mainly assessed through 
assignment work over the 2 
years.  4/6 units are 
coursework. 
 

 

What exams are there and 
when? 
1/3 of the units are externally 
assessed by 
examinations which are held in 
the summer  each year. 
 
 

What are the applied parts of 
the course? 

You will visit a variety of local 
organizations such as: 
Starbucks, Experience Paintball 
& Mi-Shake.  Many aspects of 
the learning are completed 
through practical tasks such as 
holding a recruitment interview, 
preparing a business plan and 
conducting market research. 
 
You will also learn practical 
skills such as how to give a 
presentation, work well in a 
team and time management 
skills that will prepare you for 
your future working life. 
 

 

You will visit a 
variety of 

organisations 
such as 

Starbucks, 
Experience 

Paintball and 
Mi-Shake. 

The course provides a good preparation for university courses in business studies, 
economics, accountancy, advertising and journalism.  Students have found 

employment in insurance, financial services, retailing and administration and 
management. 

 

Business Applied A Level  
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2009 Exam Results:   
50% AðB 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade B in Core and 
grade B in Additional science 
and preferably B in Maths. 
 
Triple Science: at least grade B 
in Chemistry and at least grade 
B in Biology or Physics. 
 
A Level 
At least an E grade in AS 
Chemistry. 
 
What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
You will learn about chemistry in 
a modern society, covering 
aspects such as minerals, 

medicines and polymers and 
environmental chemistry. The 
course covers the basic 
fundamental building blocks that 
are necessary to the 
understanding of the world 
around us. 
 
A Level 
You will continue to learn about 
chemistry in a modern society, 
covering aspects such as new 
polymers, organic acids, 
transition metals and organic 
synthesis.  Many of the topics 
will focus on ways in which 
chemistry relates to the 
environment around us and how 
we can begin to limit the 
changes that are occurring. 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
AS Level 
Three practical skills exercises, 
counting 20% of the total AS 
mark. 
 
A Level 
Three practical skills exercises, 
counting for 10% of the total A-
level course. 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
We follow the OCR Chemistry A 
Specification.  
 

AS Level 
Paper 1  
Atoms, Bonds and Groups  
1 hour  
30% of AS   
January of AS year. 
 
Paper 2   
Chains, Energy and Resources 
1hr 45 mins  
50% of AS   
June of AS year. 
 
A Level 
Paper 1  
Rings, Polymers and Analysis 
1 hour  
15% of A-level  
January of A2 year. 
 
Paper 2   
Equilibria, Energetics and 
Elements  
1hr 45 mins  
25% of A-level  
June of A2 year. 

 

Chemistry underpins 
our everyday 

existence. It is 
responsible for 
advances in the 

quality of our lives 
and is central to our 
understanding of the 

natural world. 

 

Chemistry 

AS Level Chemistry is essential for A2 Chemistry.  It supports other science 
subjects and geography. 

Chemistry is essential for careers in medicine, veterinary medicine and 
pharmacology.  It is recommended for nursing, physiotherapy, forensics, 
environmental or biological sciences.  It is useful for banking, accounting, 

teaching and engineering. 
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New Course 
 
Exam Board  - Edexcel. 
 
BTEC National Certificate         
2 GCE A levels (A*-C)  
 
What will I study on this 
course? 
 
You will complete 12 Units 
over two years, including :  
 

Building Technology in 

Construction  
 

Planning, Organisation  

 

Construction and the Built 

Environment 

Graphical Detailing  

 

ICT and CAD in 

Construction  
 

Surveying in Construction 

 

Health, Safety and Welfare 

 

Environmental Science 

 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
BTEC Certificate is 100% 
coursework with no final exams, 
you will be continually assessed 
throughout the two years, 
completing 6 units per year. 

A successful alternative to 
A levels 
 
 
Spend  two years concentrating 
on a subject you  really enjoy.  
 
This course  will lead onto :  
BTEC HND/HNC, Foundation 
Degree,    Bachelors Degree, 
NVQ, employment in the 
construction sector 
 
 

 

BTEC Certificate in  
Construction 

Students completing Edexcelôs BTEC Level 3 National  Certificate in Construction, Building 

Services Engineering and Civil Engineering can go on to a university degree or Foundation 

Degree in an appropriate vocational discipline, to BTEC Higher National qualifications (HNCs 

and HNDs), or to employment. 
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Exam Results 2009       
A2 100% A-E 
 
Exam board  -  OCR 
 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
You will need at least grade A in 
GCSE English and, hopefully, a 
grade A in either GCSE Maths 
or Science. 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
level Critical Thinking with at 
least grade E. 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level  
There is no set content to learn 
on this course.  Instead the 
course focuses on the skill of 
thinking logically.  You will learn 
how to present a convincing 
argument and how to find the 
flaws in the arguments of 
others.  Material will be taken 
from a range of current affairs, 
TV debates, politiciansô 
speeches and so on.  You will 
develop a capacity for 
methodical thinking which will 
be helpful in all aspects of future 
life and study.  The aim is to 
develop your ability to reason ï 
a trait of the academically able 
student. 
 
A Level 
You will develop the skills 
needed for the resolution of 
dilemmas and problem solving 
as well as the ability to write a 
well developed argument.  You 
will also extend your abilities to 
analyse critically the thinking of 
others.  There is no coursework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1:  Introducing Critical 
Thinking and Assessing the 
credibility of evidence (January) 
Unit 2:  Assessing and 
developing argument (assessing 
and evaluating different kinds of 
reasoning) (January or June) 
 
A Level 
Unit 3:                      
Resolution of Dilemmas (June) 
Unit 4:                                
Critical Reasoning (June) 

 

You will develop 
the skills needed 
for the resolution 
of dilemmas and 
problem solving. 

We teach the 
entire A Level 
course in one 
year with the 

possibilities of   
re-sits and 

further practice in 
Year 13. 

 

Critical Thinking 

It is excellent preparation particularly for study in law, medicine, philosophy, 
mathematics or journalism.    It is highly regarded evidence of your ability to think and 

reason logicallyðqualities all employers look for and test for in their aptitude tests.  
There are sections on Critical Thinking in the law and medical aptitude tests (LNAT 

and BMAT) which are now required by many of our top universities.  It is also 
excellent preparation for Oxbridge interviews and forms a part of the new Oxbridge 

entrance exams in many subjects. 
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An A Level Dance course will 
allow you to acquire experience 
of choreography and 
performance and to engage in 
critical thinking about dance as 
an art form. There will be a 
mixture of practical classes and 
theoretical, formal lessons.  
 
 
AS Dance 
 
Unit 1 & 2:  Understanding 
Dance & Choreography and 
Performance 
Gain knowledge and 

understanding of five 

professional repertoires from a 

variety of genres and styles.  

Explore ways that a 

choreographer uses and 

manipulates the constituent 

features in order to 

communicate to an audience.  

Demonstrate the craft of 

choreography.  Learn the 

physical and psychological 

demands made in practice and 

performance on a dancer.  

 

AS Written Examinations  
    
Unit 1: Understanding Dance 
40% of AS, 20% of A Level 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 
Two sections: 60 marks 
A - Structured questions 20 
marks 
B - Two essay questions 40 
marks 

 
AS Practical Examinations 
 
Unit 2: Danc2 Choreography 
&Performance 
60% of AS, 30% of A Level 
Practical coursework ï 
internally assessed 
Two sections: 90 marks 
A - Solo choreography & 
performance 60 marks 
B - Performance in a duo/trio 
30marks 

 

A2 Dance 
 
Unit 3&4: Dance Appreciation 
and Group and Solo 
Performance 
You will investigate the history, 
period, typical characteristics 
and developments of one genre 
of dance, either Ballet, Modern 
or Jazz.  You will explore and 
analyse a practitioner/
choreographer whose 
choreography relates to the 
chosen genre. 
Choreograph a solo relating to 

the genre of your choice and 

choreograph an imaginative, 

modern group dance whilst 

drawing on the conventions and 

traditions of the past. 

 
A2 Written Examination 
 
Unit 3 ï Danc3 
Dance Appreciation 
25% of A Level 
1 hour 30 minutes examination 
Two sections 80 marks: 
A ï One question on chosen 
area of study 
B ï One question on set work 

studied 

A2 Practical Examination 
 
Unit 4- Danc4 
Group choreography and solo 
performance 
25% of A Level 
Two Sections 75 marks: 
A ï Group choreography 
B ï Solo performance 

 

Dance 

Future Careers Pathways 
 
  Dance Movement Specialist  Choreographer  PE Teacher 
 
     Fitness Instructor       Dance Teacher 
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Exam results 64% A-B 
 
Exam boardðEdexcel 
 
What Grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
 
Edexcel 
 
At least 5 GCSEôs at grade C or 
above.  Otherwise by 
negotiation with Mrs Hodge. 
 
A Level 
 
Edexcel 
 
Successful completion of AS 
Level Drama with at least grade 
E. 

What will I learn on this 
course? 
 
The course demands practical, 
creative and communication 
skills in almost equal measures. 
You will extend your ability to 
create drama and theatre, 
either in a performing or a 
production role. You will also be 
required to write about drama 
and develop your powers of 
analysis to become an informed 
critic. The course will involve 
taking part in drama 
productions, as well as studying 
plays and playwrights. 
 
 
 
 

AS Level 
Unit 1 Exploration of Drama 
and Theatre 
40% of the total AS marks 
This internally assessed unit 
requires students to explore two 
contrasting play texts. At least 
one of the plays must be 
explored in the light of a theatre 
practitioner. A set of exploration 
notes must be submitted. 
Unit 2 Theatre Text in 
Performance 
60% of the total AS marks 
This is an externally assessed 
unit. The first section requires 
students to offer either a 
monologue or a duologue. The 
second section requires 
students to contribute to a 
performance of a professionally 
published play. 
 
2A 
Unit 3 Exploration of Dramatic 
40% of the total A2 marks 
This unit requires the creation 
of a unique and original piece of 
theatre. Students will be 
assessed on the research and 
development of their work as 
well as the final performance 
Unit 4 Theatre Text in Context 
60% of the total A2 marks 
This is an externally assessed 
written unit requiring the 
detailed study of one set play 
text and one prescribed 
historical period of theatrical 
development 

 

Drama 

Not everyone is going to be an actor, but nowadays everyone needs Drama 
skills in one form or another. This is the age of the presentation where 

products and ideas are sold in a competitive marketplace by the strength of 
the presenter and his/her powers of delivery. The scientist, the business 

executive, the engineer, the bank manager, the retail executive, the designer 
none are exempt.ò Jenni Whittaker. Chief Examiner. 
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100% Pass Rate 
 
Exam board  -  AQA 
 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least óBô grade in Economics 
or Business Studies if studied at 
GCSE and at least five grade  
Cs including Mathematics and 
English. Other subject options 
by negotiation with Team 
Leader. 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
level in Economics with at least 
grade E. 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
Economics studies the 
decisions made by people, 
businesses and governments.  It 
looks at issues that will affect all 
of us at some time in our lives: 
Unit 1: Markets in Action 
Unit 2: The National and 
International economy 
 
A Level 
Unit 4: Transport economics 
Unit 5: The Global Economy 
 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
None! 

What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Two papers based on a short 
unseen case study. 
June    Unit 1 
June  Unit 2 
 
A Level 
June     Unit 4 
June   Unit 5 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

AS Level Economics is essential for A Level and is recognised as a post-16 
qualification in its own right. 

 
óAô level Economics is accepted for most courses at university and colleges of 

higher education.  It is particularly suitable for courses in accountancy, law, 
finance and business management.  Statistically, economics graduates are 

among some of the highest paid workers in the UK. 
 

 

Economics 
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Requirements 
At least a B at GCSE 
 
A2  
At least an A at AS 
A level English Language: 
 

provides students with a 
natural progression from 
their GCSE study of 
English Language. 

 

encourages students to 
develop their interest in 
and appreciation of 
English, through learning 
about its structures and its          
functions, its 
developments and its 
variations 

 

allows students to develop 
their ability to express 
themselves in speech and 
writing, producing texts for 
different audiences, 
purposes and in different 
genres. 

Course outline 
 
Unit 1 (AS) 
Categorising Texts 
60% of AS, 30% of A Level 
2 hour written examination 
 
Introduction to the study of 
language, focussing on three 
specific social contexts: 
Language and Power, 
Language and Gender, and 
Language and Technology. 
Available January and June 
 
 
Unit 2 (AS) 
Creating Texts 
40% of AS, 20% of A Level 
Coursework ï internally 
assessed, and externally 
moderated by AQA 
Candidates produce writing in 
different genres and for 
different audiences and 
purposes (2500-3500 words). 
 
 
 

Unit 3  (A2) 
Developing Language 
30% of A Level 
2 hour 30 minutes written 
examination 
 
Builds on AS knowledge and 
skills, with an additional focus 
on two new areas of 
language study: Child 
Language Acquisition and 
Language Change. 
 
Unit 4  (A2) 
Investigating Language 
20% of A Level 
Coursework ï Internally 
assessed, and externally 
moderated by AQA 
 
Candidates produce two 
pieces:  

a language investigation 

and an informative media 
text 

 2500-3000 words). 

provides students with a 

natural progression from 
         heir GCSE study of    
 English Language 

encourages students to 

develop their interest in 
and appreciation of 
English, through learning 
about its structures and its 
functions, its 
developments and its 
variations 

allows students to develop 

their ability to express 
themselves in speech and 
writing, producing texts for 
different audiences, 
purposes and in different 
genres. 

 

English Language 
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87.5% A-B Grades 
 
Exam Board  -  Edexcel 
 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade B GCSE in 
English and English Literature 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
level with at least grade E. 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1: Exploring voices in 
speech and writing. 
Unit 2: Creating texts. 
 
A Level 
Unit 3: Varieties in language 
and literature 
Unit 4: Presenting the world. 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 2: Thematic study to 
produce own writing for different 
audiences and purposes.  Two 
pieces and commentary. 
 
A Level 
Unit 4: Topic based research 
and reading leading to 
production of own writing.  Two 
pieces and commentary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Examination for unit 1 January 
or June (Jan 2009) 
 
A Level 
Examination for Unit 3 June 
(Jan 2010). 
 
 
 
 

 

English Language and  
Literature 

AS level English Language and Literature is essential for A level but could also 
be an invaluable one year course, giving you extra literacy skills. 
 
A Level English language and Literature is particularly suitable for university 
study in English, also of relevance to languages, social sciences,  humanities, 
law and management. 
It will be invaluable for any career in which skills of communication, analysis 
and logic are at a premium: e.g. management, law, journalism, media, teaching, 
librarianship, social work, human resources, industry and computing. 
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English Literature 

A level English Literature is particularly suitable for English courses, but also relevant 
to languages, social sciences, humanities, law and management. 

 
Of the English courses available, this is the preferable option for students considering 

studying English Literature at university. 
It will be invaluable for any career where skills of communication, analysis and logic 
are a t a premium: e.g. management, law, journalism, media, teaching, librarianship, 

social work and human resources. 

Exam Board: AQA 
specification B 
 
89% A-C, 100% A-E 
 
 
Do you love reading novels, 
plays and poetry? 
 
Do you love talking about 
novels, plays and poetry? 
 
Do you love writing about 
novels, plays and poetry? 
 
If you doðthen English AS/A 
level is for you! 
 
 
You will be encouraged to 

develop as an informed, 
independent reader and critic of 
literary texts. 
 
You will read widely across 
centuries, genres and gender. 
 
You will research and 
understanding of meaning 
through close study of the 
primary text, knowledge of the 
context  of the text and 
alternative interpretations. 
 
AS Level 
the course will be focused in 
one of three areas of study: 
Victorian Literature; World War 
One Literature or the struggle 
for identity in modern literature. 
A2 Level 

the course prepares candidates 
for a paper containing 
unprepared passages for close 
study, comparison and critical 
commentary on the thee, óLove 
through the agesô. 
 
As Ezra Pound, the idiosyncratic 
20th Century American poet 
once wrote: ñGreat Literature is 
simply language charged with 
meaning to the utmost degreeò 
 
AS English Literature (Year 1) 
 
Unit 1: Texts in Contexts 
Unit 2: Creative Study 
 
A2 English Literature 
 
Unit 3: Reading for Meaning 
Unit 4: Extended Essay & 
Shakespeare Study 
 
A Level English Literature will 
provide you with a variety of 
skills including: analysis, 
exploration of language and 
ideas, proficiency in oral and 
written communication. 
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A course suitable for 
students who have 
studied either applied or 
additional Science at 
GCSE and achieved a 
grade C 
  
 
 
 
Exam Board  -  AQA 
 

Why choose Environmental 
Studies? 
 
The Environmental Studies 
specification enables students 
to gain a deep and well-
informed insight into the 
environment, and the scientific 
processes that control and 
affect it. The central theme is 
the development of an 
understanding of how different 
events and cycles within the 

environment interrelate, how 
they influence subsequent 
environmental events, the 
human impacts on these events 
and cycles, and the strategies 
that can be used to minimise the 
problems caused. 
 
What will I study on this course?  
 
The course is based on the new 
AQA specification : 
 
AS 
Module one:                               
The Living Environment. 
  
Module two:                                 
The Physical Environment.  
 

A2  
Module three: Energy 
Resources and Environmental 
Pollution 
Module four:  Biological 
Resources and Sustainability 
 

  
  

  

Students with Science A levels are welcomed in most careers and higher 
education courses. In addition A Level Environmental studies will provide a 
very strong foundation for any environmentally related career, e.g. pollution 
control, agriculture, forestry, resource and waste management, conservation 

management and  town and country planning. At the current time 
environmental awareness and understanding are increasingly important. In 
business and industry more and more environmental regulations are being 
introduced and the future demand for qualified individuals is set to increase 

significantly. 

 

So come on: help sort out the problems of the world study Environmental 
Science.  

 

Environmental Studies 
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Film Studies 

Exam Board  -  WJEC 
 
Content and Skills 
 
AS/A Level Film Studies is 
designed to deepen studentsô 
understanding, appreciation and 
enjoyment of film.  They will 
engage with a wide range of 
different kinds of films, 
developing skills of observation, 
critical analysis and personal 
reflection, as well as developing 
their creativity and practical 
skills.  
 
At AS Level candidates will: 

Consider how film as a 

form of creative expression 
constructs meaning and 
raises issues of personal, 
moral, cultural, social and 
ethical significance.  

Study film producers and 

audiences as well as the 
relationship between 
production and 
consumption of films, 

particularly Hollywood and 
British film. 

Provide students with a 

foundation in the analysis 
of film, together with 
subject specialist 
language. 

 
At A Level candidates will: 

Take forward the 

approaches introduced at 
AS Level through 
application of a more 
sophisticated, analytical 
and critical approaches for 
understanding how films 
construct meaning and 
provoke diverse 
responses. 

Study a wider range of 

films, thereby developing 
an appreciation of aspects 
of the history of film and its 
cultural diversity. 

· Develop research, creative 
and production skills. 
 
 
Summary of Assessment:  
 
The exam board for A-Level 
Film Studies is WJEC.  There 
are four units to be studied over 
the two years for the A-Level 
qualification and two for the AS 
qualification. 
 
 

AS Level Assessment 
Unit 1:  
Exploring Film Form 
Coursework 20% (40%)  
Unit 2: British and American 
Film  
External Exam (2½ hours)  30%  
(60%)  

 
A Level Assessment 
Unit 3: Film Research and 
Creative Projects  
Coursework  25%  
Unit 4: Varieties of Film 
Experience: Issues and Debates 
External Exam (1½ hours)  
25%  
 
 
Deadlines 
Deadlines coursework will be 
November and February for 
both AS and A-Level.  Specific 
dates will be set and it is 
essential that these deadlines 
are met. Homework will also be 
set regularly and must be 
submitted on time.  Completion 
of homework is compulsory and 
an essential part of developing 
the skills and knowledge 
assessed in the examinations 
for this course.  
 
Preliminary Reading 
Students should view a wide 
range of films from a variety of 
genres. The following 
publications are useful 
preparatory reading. 
 
Film Studies: The Essential 
Resource (Routledge) 
 
A2 Film Studies: The Essential 
Introduction ï 2008 
Specification. (Routledge)  
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100% Pass Rate 
 
Exam Board 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
You will need a minimum of 5 
GCSEs at grade C or above and 
a C in Food if taken at GCSE.  It 
will be helpful if you also have at 
least a grade C in Science 
although this is not required. 
 
A Level 
You will need a minimum pass 
grade at AS. 
 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
You will gain an understanding 
of demography, family and 
society, environmental, social 
issues and health. Through 
practical application you acquire 
a knowledge of food 
preparations, food safety and 
hygiene and food provisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How much coursework is 
there? 
 
AS Level 
There is no coursework at AS 
level. 
 
A Level 
Coursework study. Selection 
and development of task is wide 
and varied related to current 
health targets. 
 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Paper 1:  Society and Health 
Paper 2:  Resource 
Management 
 
A Level 
June 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food, Nutrition & Health  

AS Level Food Technology can now be taken to A2 level and is a valuable AS in 
its own right for university applications. 
 
The practical problem solving process experienced in the Food Technology 
course encourages independent learning, creativity and innovation which are a 
basis for: 

food Science degree course or work within the 
     food industry, both manufacture and retail; 

consumer awareness; 
teaching / Medicine. 
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Pass rates last year       
AS = 86% of which A and 
B passes were  
50%                                    
For A2 = 100% of which A 
and B  passes were 63% 
 
Exam Board  -  EdExcel 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade B at GCSE 
French preferable. 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 

Level French with at least grade 
E. 
 
 
What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
Youth culture and concerns. 
Lifestyle: health and fitness. 
The world around us. 
Education and employment. 
 
A level 
National and International 
Events (past, present and 
future). 
Literature and the arts. 
Customs, traditions, beliefs and 
religions. 
 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
None! And whatôs more you will 
get the chance to spend a 
couple of weeks in sunny 
Bordeaux! 
 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1 ï Spoken expression and 
response (15%). 

Unit 2 ï Understanding and 
written response 35%. 
(Individual CD for listening 
element). 
You will sit these exams in May/
June  
 
A Level 
Unit 3: understanding and 
spoken response (17.5%) 
Unit 4: research, understanding 
and written response (32.5%) 
      
You will sit these exams in May/
June 
 
 
    
 
 

 

AS Level French is essential if you wish to take A level French. 
Employers value linguists ï and not just because they can speak more than one 

language.  They tend to be articulate, quick thinking and adaptable people. 
 

óAô Level French is accepted for all courses at university.  All occupations 
benefit from a language, but in particular:- accountants, business managers, 

any career in business, teachers, bi-lingual secretaries, travel agents, 
international lawyers, all careers in industry including engineering.  Language 
graduates in the UK have the highest employment rate of any discipline other 

than medicine and law. 

 

French 
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AS A-C pass rate 73%. 
A2 A-E pass rate 100% 
 
Exam Board  -  AQA 
 
 
 
What grades do I need? 
AS Level 
Geography GCSE grade B; 
otherwise through negotiation 
with team. 
 
A Level 
Successful completion of AS 
level Geography with at least 
grade E. 
 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1:    
Rivers, floods and management; 
Coastal environments; 
Global population change; 
Energy/Health issues. 
 
Unit 2:  
Skills - basic, investigative, ICT, 
graphical, cartographical and 
statistical  
 
A Level 
Unit 3:  
Plate tectonics and associated 
hazards; 
Weather and climate and 
associated hazards; 
Challenges facing ecosystems; 
World cities - evolution or 
revolution?; 
Development and globalisation; 
Contemporary conflicts and 
challenges. 
 
Unit 4:   
The process of issue evaluation 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
 
At both AS and A2 Level there 
is no coursework unit, but the 
residential field course is 
essential to the understanding 
of the two AS modules, and 
develops the skills necessary to 
successfully complete Unit 2. 

What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1: 2 hour paper: 
structured short and extended 
questions (weighting: 70% of 
AS/ 35% of total A level marks). 
 
Unit 2: 2 hour paper:  
structured skills and generic 
research/fieldwork questions 
(weighting: 30% of AS/ 15% of 
total A level marks) 
 
A Level 
Unit 3: 2 hour paper: 
structured short and extended 
questions and an essay 
(weighting: 30% of A level 
marks). 
 
Unit 4: 1 hour 30 minutes; 
structured short and extended 
questions based on an 
Advanced Information Booklet 
(weighting: 20% of A level 
marks). 

Successful geography students are among the most employable people as they 
develop the skills necessary for any job in the future. This is because the 

subject combines a knowledge of science and an understanding of the arts. 
A Level Geography is accepted for a wide variety of degree courses in 

Humanities and the Sciences; this general nature is reflected in the range of 
occupations it might lead to planning, teaching, management, environmental 

work, leisure, business etc. 

 

Geography 
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AS = 100%  Pass rate 
 
A2 100%  of which A and 
B passes were  100%  
 
Exam Board  -  EdExcel 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
AS Level 
At least grade B at GCSE 
German preferable. 
 
A level 
Successful completion of AS 
level German with at least 
grade E. 
 

What will I study on this 
course? 
 
AS Level 
Youth culture and concerns. 
Lifestyle: Health and fitness; 
The world around us; 
Education and Employment. 
 
A Level 
Customs, traditions, beliefs and 
religions. 
National and International 
Events (past, present and 
future). 
Literature and the arts. 
 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 
None!  And whatôs more ï you 
will have the chance to spend a 
couple of weeks in picturesque 
Tübingen! 
 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 
 
AS Level 
Unit 1 ï Spoken expression 
and response 15%. 
Unit 2ð CD understanding and 
written response 35%. 
(individual CD for listening 

element). 
The exams take place in May/
June 
 
A Level 
Unit 3 ï Understanding and 
spoken response (17.5%). 
Unit 4ðResearch, 
understanding and written 
response (32.5%). 
   
The exams take place in May/
June and are 2¾ hours long. 
 
 
 
 

AS Level is essential for A level German. 
Employers value linguists ï and not just because they can speak more than one 

language.  They tend to be articulate, quick thinking and adaptable people. 
 

óAô level German is accepted for all courses at university.  All occupations 
benefit from a language, but it is especially useful for accountants, business 
managers, teachers, bilingual secretaries, travel agents and representatives, 

international lawyers, all careers in industry including engineering.  Language 
graduates have the highest employment rate of any discipline other than 

medicine and law. 

 

German 
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100% pass rate 
 
Exam board  -  OCR 
 
What grades do I need? 
 
A minimum of 5 grade Cs. 
 
 
What qualification will this 
course give me? 
 
This is a double award A level 
course.  Therefore after two 
years of successful study you 
will achieve the equivalent of 
two A Levels. 
 
 
What will I study on this 
course? 
 
12 units over the two years. 
There are 6 compulsory units 
including: Early years, 
complementary therapies, 
communications in care settings 
and promoting good health. 
 
 
How much coursework is 
there? 

 
The course is assessed through 
portfolio work (coursework) and 
examination. 
 
 
Will we gain experience out of 
the classroom? 
 
You gain work experience in a 
range of settings.  You are 
encouraged to visit a variety of 
organisations including: 
hospitals, local playgroups, and 
nursing homes to gain an 
understanding from the 
viewpoints of the carer and 
clients. 
 
 
 
 
 
What exams are there and 
when? 

 
Some of the compulsory units 
are externally assessed through 
an examination which can be 
taken either in January or June 
each year.  

There are various routes you can take to achieve a career in Health and Social 
Care.  The academic routeðfor higher education e.g. nursing,  occupational 

therapy, teaching and social work.  The occupational routeðto start a career in 
the health and care professions such as childcare, technical support in a 

hospital or dental nursing. 

 

Health and Social Care 


